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Spring	  2016	   	   	   	   	   	   Hurd	  Integrated	  Living	  and	  Learning	   	  
Tues.	  1:10	  –	  2:20,	  Thurs.	  1:10	  –	  3:45	   	   	   Room	  209	   	   	   	  
Student	  Advisor:	  Max	  Korten	  stmnk15@moravian.edu	  
	  
Course	  Description	  and	  Objectives	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  First-‐Year	  Seminar	  introduces	  writing	  as	  a	  process	  that	  is	  central	  to	  college	  learning	  and	  to	  
life.	  	  First-‐Year	  Seminar	  focuses	  on	  college-‐level	  reading	  and	  writing,	  so	  students	  will	  begin	  to	  
sharpen	  the	  critical	  reasoning	  skills	  needed	  for	  success	  in	  any	  academic	  discipline	  at	  Moravian	  
College.	  The	  subject	  area	  focus	  of	  each	  section	  of	  First-‐Year	  Seminar	  entails	  reading	  and	  
discussing	  ideas	  and	  styles	  from	  various	  academic	  disciplines,	  but	  all	  sections	  are	  the	  same	  in	  
their	  general	  approach:	  students	  will	  practice	  both	  speaking	  and	  writing	  and	  will	  work	  
collaboratively	  in	  workshop	  settings.	  	  	  
	  
Topic	  Description	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  From	  the	  earliest	  manuscripts	  of	  medieval	  France,	  to	  current	  recordings	  and	  music	  videos	  in	  
all	  genres,	  musicians	  have	  responded	  to	  politics	  and	  society.	  These	  artistic	  reactions	  often	  result	  
in	  controversy.	  Students	  will	  examine,	  choose,	  and	  write	  about	  some	  of	  the	  most	  controversial	  
music	  and	  music	  videos	  produced	  internationally	  and	  research	  all	  aspects,	  including	  the	  issues	  
involved.	  	  
	  
Goals	  for	  the	  Course	  

With	  regard	  to	  broad	  academic	  and	  writing	  skills,	  by	  the	  end	  of	  this	  course,	  
students	  will:	  	  

	  
• Demonstrate	  a	  process	  approach	  to	  writing.	  
• Use	  writing	  as	  a	  way	  to	  discover	  new	  information	  and	  insights—in	  short,	  to	  

learn.	  	  
• Demonstrate	  competency	  in	  writing	  including	  framing	  questions,	  posing	  

problems,	  and	  synthesizing	  information	  to	  write	  an	  academic	  paper.	  
• Write	  effectively	  for	  a	  variety	  of	  audiences.	  
• Gather	  information	  for	  assignments	  through	  the	  use	  of	  appropriate	  technology	  

and	  evaluate	  the	  credibility	  of	  sources	  needed	  to	  write	  an	  academic	  paper.	  	  	  
• Read	  critically	  and	  comprehensively	  to	  integrate	  others’	  ideas	  with	  their	  own.	  	  	  

	  
With	  regard	  to	  transition	  to	  college	  expectations,	  by	  the	  end	  of	  this	  course	  
students	  will:	  	  
	  
• Articulate	  an	  understanding	  of	  liberal	  education	  as	  it	  affects	  one’s	  life	  now	  and	  



prepares	  the	  individual	  for	  the	  future.	  
• Practice	  behaviors	  for	  successful	  learning	  including	  effective	  study	  habits,	  time	  

management,	  goal	  setting	  and	  coping	  skills.	  	  
• Collaborate	  with	  faculty	  and	  student	  advisors	  and	  engage	  with	  the	  College	  

community	  -‐-‐students,	  faculty	  and	  staff-‐-‐	  to	  promote	  the	  students’	  success	  at	  
Moravian	  College.	  	  

	  
With	  regard	  to	  the	  topic	  of	  controversial	  music,	  by	  the	  end	  of	  this	  course	  students	  
will:	  

	  
• Acquire	  knowledge	  of	  diverse	  controversial	  music	  and	  topics.	  
• Comprehend	  the	  circumstances	  and	  issues	  related	  to	  the	  topics	  of	  the	  works.	  
• Demonstrate	  an	  understanding	  of	  works	  and	  topics	  through	  reading,	  writing,	  

and	  in-‐class	  activities.	  
• Acquire	  an	  understanding	  of	  how	  lyrics	  relate	  to	  the	  style	  and	  genre	  of	  the	  

musical	  works.	  	  	  
• Acquire	  an	  awareness	  of	  the	  creative	  process	  involved	  in	  these	  works.	  
	  

Course	  Requirements	  
Each	  student	  enrolled	  in	  First-‐Year	  Seminar	  will	  complete	  several	  pieces	  of	  writing,	  formal	  

and	  informal,	  graded	  and/or	  ungraded.	  Students	  should	  expect	  to	  receive	  suggestions	  from	  their	  
instructor	  or	  classmates	  as	  they	  develop	  writing	  assignments	  through	  multiple	  drafts.	  Individual	  
conferences,	  written	  comments,	  small	  group	  workshops,	  the	  College	  Writing	  Center—all	  may	  be	  
used	  to	  help	  you	  as	  you	  plan,	  draft,	  revise,	  and	  edit	  a	  piece	  of	  writing.	  

At	  least	  one	  writing	  assignment	  should	  involve	  substantial	  use	  of	  Reeves	  Library.	  Students	  
will	  develop	  information	  literacy	  as	  they	  learn	  to	  identify	  and	  investigate	  a	  research	  topic.	  By	  the	  
time	  students	  complete	  First-‐Year	  Seminar,	  therefore,	  they	  should	  be	  proficient	  in	  the	  following	  
“basic	  competencies”	  of	  information	  literacy:	  

	  
• Define	  a	  research	  need	  

o Formulate	  a	  research	  topic	  
o Determine	  an	  information	  need	  

• Plan	  and	  execute	  a	  search	  for	  information	  
o Identify	  key	  terms	  and	  concepts	  
o Identify	  the	  most	  appropriate	  sources	  of	  information	  
o Use	  Boolean	  operators	  and	  truncation	  where	  appropriate	  
o Impose	  limiters	  (e.g.,	  scholarly	  vs.	  popular,	  date,	  language)	  
o Modify	  the	  search	  based	  on	  search	  results	  

• Know	  how	  and	  where	  to	  find	  the	  sources	  discovered	  in	  the	  search	  process	  
o Determine	  which	  sources	  the	  library	  owns	  or	  provides	  access	  to	  and	  retrieve	  

them	  
o Request	  material	  not	  owned	  by	  the	  library	  on	  Interlibrary	  Loan	  
o Locate	  material	  faculty	  may	  have	  put	  on	  reserve	  in	  the	  library	  

• Understand	  the	  obligation	  to	  credit	  sources	  and	  be	  able	  to	  do	  so	  in	  an	  appropriate	  
citation	  style	  

	  
	  



Required	  Material	  
• The	  Academic	  Writer:	  A	  Brief	  Guide,	  3rd	  edition,	  by	  Lisa	  Ede,	  ISBN:	  978-‐1-‐4576-‐3263-‐1	  
• A	  notebook	  to	  be	  used	  as	  a	  journal	  for	  the	  semester	  

	  
Additional	  Materials	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  Articles,	  music	  listening,	  and	  suggested	  source	  materials	  will	  be	  available.	  It	  is	  recommended	  
that	  students	  use	  the	  college	  libraries	  and	  Interlibrary	  Loan	  to	  procure	  information.	  All	  are	  
encouraged	  to	  utilize	  the	  Writing	  Center	  and	  take	  advantage	  of	  their	  free	  handouts.	  Writing	  
related	  apps	  for	  iPads	  will	  be	  used	  in	  class	  and	  for	  assignments.	  MacBook	  or	  iPads	  will	  be	  used	  in	  
class	  to	  project	  writing	  samples	  through	  AirPlay.	  MAC	  AirDrop	  will	  also	  be	  used.	  
	  
Assignments	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  Assignments	  for	  the	  semester	  will	  consist	  of	  two	  reactions	  and	  two	  major	  essays.	  Two	  
preliminary	  drafts	  will	  be	  submitted	  prior	  to	  each	  final	  submission.	  These	  will	  not	  be	  graded	  but	  
will	  be	  reviewed	  and	  corrected.	  There	  will	  be	  class	  revision	  and	  editing	  workshops	  in	  addition	  to	  
individual	  session	  with	  the	  instructor	  and	  student	  advisor.	  The	  drafts	  will	  include	  pre-‐writing	  and	  
research	  information.	  This	  will	  allow	  for	  students	  to	  practice	  and	  improve	  writing	  skills,	  while	  
assessing	  the	  expectations	  of	  the	  instructor,	  without	  being	  concerned	  about	  grades.	  Students	  
will	  not	  be	  allowed	  to	  proceed	  with	  the	  corresponding	  essay	  until	  these	  preliminary	  drafts	  are	  
completed.	  Failure	  to	  do	  so	  will	  result	  in	  a	  zero	  for	  the	  final	  submission.	  Additional	  assignments	  
include	  journal	  entries,	  required	  reading,	  and	  listening.	  
	  	  	  	  	  All	  assigned	  work	  must	  be	  completed	  on	  time.	  Assignments	  submitted	  within	  one	  day	  of	  the	  
due	  date	  will	  receive	  a	  5-‐point	  deduction.	  Assignments	  submitted	  within	  one	  week	  of	  the	  due	  
date	  will	  receive	  a	  15-‐point	  deduction	  and	  assignments	  submitted	  more	  than	  a	  week	  late	  will	  
receive	  a	  zero.	  All	  reading	  and	  journal	  assignments	  must	  be	  completed	  on	  time	  and	  participation	  
in	  class	  discussion	  on	  these	  topics	  and	  assignments	  will	  be	  a	  factor	  in	  determining	  class	  
participation	  grades.	  All	  essay	  drafts	  and	  submissions	  must	  be	  emailed	  or	  shared	  in	  the	  Google	  
Drive.	  Printed	  copies	  of	  drafts	  must	  be	  available	  for	  class.	  
	  
Essays	  are	  the	  major	  assignments	  in	  this	  course.	  The	  first	  two	  are	  3-‐page	  reactions	  assigned	  at	  
the	  beginning	  of	  the	  course.	  The	  third	  is	  an	  argumentative	  essay	  6-‐7	  pages,	  and	  the	  fourth	  a	  
research	  essay	  9-‐10	  pages.	  Essays	  are	  on	  specific	  topics	  related	  to	  controversial	  music.	  (See	  the	  
schedule	  below.)	  	  
	  
Journals	  will	  be	  used	  for	  reading	  assignment	  questions;	  reactions	  to	  class	  audio	  and	  video	  
examples;	  class	  topic	  observations	  and	  writing	  exercises;	  and	  notes.	  Journals	  will	  be	  checked	  
during	  class	  and	  collected	  twice	  during	  the	  semester.	  Number	  and	  date	  all	  entries	  and	  write	  or	  
print	  legibly.	  	  
	  
Class	  Participation	  includes	  active	  involvement	  in	  class	  activities	  as	  well	  as	  being	  prepared	  with	  
reading	  assignments.	  	  
	  
Format	  all	  essays	  according	  to	  MLA	  documentation	  guidelines.	  Refer	  to	  the	  text	  starting	  on	  p.	  
367.	  You	  may	  also	  use	  Purdue	  OWL,	  the	  Purdue	  Online	  Writing	  Lab.	  Type	  all	  essays	  using	  a	  12-‐
point	  font	  and	  double-‐space	  with	  one-‐inch	  margins.	  A	  preliminary	  and	  final	  bibliography	  is	  
required	  for	  argumentative	  and	  research	  essays.	  	  
	  
	  



Grading	  
Reactions	   	  	   	   	   20%	  
Essays	   	   	   	   	   40%	  
Attendance	  and	  promptness	   	   10%	  
Class	  participation	  	   	   	   10%	  
Journals	   	   	   	   20%	  
	  
Letter	  Grades	  
	   A	   93-‐100	   	   B-‐	   80-‐82	   	   D+	   67-‐69	   	  
	   A-‐	   90-‐92	   	   C+	   77-‐79	   	   D	   63-‐66	  
	   B+	   87-‐89	   	   C	   73-‐76	   	   D-‐	   60-‐62	  
	   B	   83-‐86	   	   C-‐	   70-‐72	   	   F	   0-‐59	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  There	  will	  be	  strict	  adherence	  to	  the	  Academic	  Honesty	  Policy	  in	  accordance	  with	  the	  college	  
handbook.	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  Students	  who	  wish	  to	  request	  accommodations	  in	  this	  class	  for	  a	  disability	  should	  contact	  
the	  Academic	  Support	  Center,	  located	  in	  the	  lower	  level	  of	  Monocacy	  Hall,	  or	  by	  calling	  610-‐861-‐
1401.	  Accommodations	  cannot	  be	  provided	  until	  authorization	  is	  received	  from	  the	  Academic	  
Support Center.	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  The	  Writing	  Center,	  on	  the	  second	  floor	  of	  Zinzendorf	  Hall,	  is	  there	  to	  support	  the	  efforts	  of	  
all	  writers	  at	  Moravian	  College.	  The	  tutors	  there	  are	  students	  who	  are	  good,	  experienced	  writers	  
and	  who	  are	  professionally	  trained	  to	  help	  you	  improve	  your	  writing.	  They	  will	  go	  over	  an	  essay	  
draft	  with	  you	  and	  guide	  your	  understanding	  of	  how	  you	  might	  improve	  that	  draft.	  You	  could	  
also	  drop	  by	  to	  pick	  up	  some	  of	  the	  free	  handouts	  on	  virtually	  every	  part	  of	  writing:	  getting	  
started,	  writing	  a	  thesis,	  developing	  paragraphs,	  eliminating	  wordiness,	  using	  commas,	  and	  the	  
like.	  The	  Writing	  Center	  is	  generally	  open	  Monday-‐Thursday	  afternoons	  and	  Sunday	  evenings	  
during	  the	  semester.	  The	  Writing	  Center	  is	  located	  in	  a	  building	  that	  is	  not	  accessible	  to	  persons	  
with	  mobility	  impairments.	  	  If	  you	  need	  the	  services	  of	  the	  Writing	  Center,	  please	  call	  610-‐861-‐
1592.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  It	  is	  within	  the	  instructor’s	  purview	  to	  apply	  qualitative	  judgment	  in	  determining	  grades	  for	  
an	  assignment	  or	  for	  the	  course.	  
	  
Schedule	  (Subject	  to	  Change)	  
	  
Tues.	  1/19	   Introduction:	  Overview,	  Resources,	  Listening,	  and	  Strategies	  
	   Organizing	  and	  Maintaining	  Journals	  	  
	   Assignments:	   Read	  Chapters	  1	  and	  2	  in	  text	  	  

Journal	  entry:	  Answer	  all	  questions	  p.	  14	  
	   	   	   Journal	  Entry:	  Quiz	  on	  pp.	  20-‐21	  
	   	   	   Journal	  Entry:	  p.	  32,	  No.	  1	  
	   	   	   Explore	  the	  apps	  introduced	  in	  class	  
	   	   	   	  
Thurs.	  1/21	   Topic	  1:	  Controversial	  Music	  and	  the	  Media	  

Writing	  and	  Rhetoric	  
Organizational	  Strategies	  
Writing	  as	  a	  Process	  
Developing	  a	  Working	  Thesis	  
Chapters	  1	  and	  2	  Discussion	  and	  Journal	  Entries	  



Assignments:	   Read	  Chapters	  3	  and	  4	  
	   	   Journal	  Entry:	  pp.	  50-‐51,	  No.	  3	  

Choose	  music	  topic	  and	  provide	  an	  organizational	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  strategy	  for	  Topic	  1	  Reaction	  

	  
Tues.	  1/26	   	   Review	  Strategies	  and	  Proposals	  for	  Topic	  1	  Reaction	  

Assignment:	   Reaction	  1,	  Draft	  1	  (3	  pages)	   	   	  
	  
Thurs.	  1/28	   	  	   Discussion	  on	  proposed	  music,	  music	  videos	  and	  preliminary	  research	  

Reaction	  1,	  Draft	  1	  Due	  
Assignments:	   Reaction	  1,	  Draft	  2	  

Read:	  Chapter	  5	  
Journal	  Entry:	  Activity	  at	  top	  of	  p.	  114	  

	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
Tues.	  2/2	   Class	  Revisions	  and	  Editing	  Workshop	  
	   Reaction	  1,	  Draft	  2	  Due	  
	   Assignment:	   Reaction	  1,	  Final	  Version	  
	  
Thurs.	  2/4	   	   Reeves	  Library	  Session	   	   	   	  

Class	  meeting	  in	  Reeves	  Library	  
	   	   	   	  

Tues.	  2/9	   	   Topic	  1	  Reactions	  Read	  and	  Reviewed	  
Reaction	  1,	  Final	  Version	  Due	  
Assignments:	   Read	  Chapter	  6	  
	   	   Journal	  Entry:	  Thesis	  statement	  activity	  p.	  142	  

	   	   	  
Thurs.	  2/11	   	   Topic	  1	  Reactions	  Read	  and	  Reviewed	  Concludes	  
	   	   	   Self-‐assessments	  
	   	   	   Discussion	  on	  Chapter	  6	  
	   	   	   Free	  writing	  session	  

Assignments:	   Read	  Chapter	  7	  
	   	   Journal	  Entry:	  Do	  activity	  on	  paraphrasing	  p.	  231,	  No.	  1	  
	   	   	  	   	   	   	  

Tues.	  2/16	   Topic	  2:	  Controversial	  Music	  Video	  
	   Assignments:	   Select	  a	  music	  video	  for	  Reaction	  2	  	  

Journal	  Entry:	  Provide	  a	  detailed	  reason	  for	  video	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  selection	  

	  
Thurs.	  2/18	  	   Music	  Videos	  Reviewed	  
	   Assignment:	   Reaction	  2,	  Draft	  1	  (3	  pages)	  
	  
Tues.	  2/23	   	   Class	  Revisions	  and	  Editing	  Workshop	  
	   	   	   Reaction	  2,	  Draft	  1	  Due	  
	   	   	   Assignments:	  	   Reaction	  2,	  Draft	  2	  
	   	   	   	   	   Read:	  Chapter	  8	  
	   	   	   	   	   Journal	  Entry:	  React	  to	  the	  reflection	  p.	  257	  
	  
Thurs.	  2/25	   	   Revisions	  and	  Editing	  Individual	  sessions	  



	   	   	   Reaction	  2,	  Draft	  2	  Due;	  Journals	  Collected	  
Assignment:	   Reaction	  2,	  Final	  Version	  

	  
Tues.	  3/1	   	   Topic	  3:	  Bias,	  Controversy,	  and	  Music	  
	   	   	   The	  Argumentative	  Essay	  

Reaction	  2	  Due	  
Assignments:	  	   Topic	  for	  Reeves	  Session	  
	   Read:	  Chapters	  9	  and	  10	  
	   Journal	  Entries:	  p.282,	  No.	  4;	  p.	  305,	  No.	  2	  

	  
Thurs.	  3/3	   	   Reeves	  Library	  Session	  
	   	   	   Class	  Meeting	  in	  Reeves	  Library	  
	   	   	   Assignments:	   Read	  Chapters	  11	  and	  12	  
	   	   	   	   	   Journal	  Entries:	  p.	  305,	  No.	  2;	  p.	  318,	  No.	  3	  

Thesis	  Statement,	  Organizational	  Strategy,	  and	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  Preliminary	  Bibliography	  for	  Argumentative	  Essay	  

Tues.	  3/8	   Spring	  Break	  	  
	  
Thurs.	  3/10	   Spring	  Break	  	  
	  
Tues.	  3/15	   Review	  Thesis	  Statements,	  Strategies,	  and	  Preliminary	  Bibliographies	  
	   Thesis	  Statement,	  Strategy,	  and	  Preliminary	  Bibliography	  Due	  
	   Assignments:	   Read	  Chapters	  13	  and	  14	  
	   	   	   Journal	  Entry:	  Bottom	  of	  p.	  353	  
	  
Thurs.	  3/17	   Review	  Thesis	  Statements,	  Strategies,	  and	  Preliminary	  Bibliographies	  

Continued	  
	   Discussion	  on	  Chapter	  14	  

Assignment:	   Argumentative	  Essay,	  Draft	  1	  
	  
Tues.	  3/22	   Class	  Revisions	  and	  Editing	  Workshop	  

Argumentative	  Essay,	  Draft	  1	  Due	  
	   Assignment:	   Argumentative	  Essay,	  Draft	  2	  
	  
Thurs.	  3/24	   	   Revisions	  and	  Editing	  Individual	  Sessions	  

Argumentative	  Essay,	  Draft	  2	  Due	  
	   	   	   Assignment:	  	   Argumentative	  Essay,	  Final	  Version	  
	  
Tues.	  3/29	   	   In-‐class	  Writing	  Session	  
	   	   	   Argumentative	  Essay,	  Final	  Version	  Due	  
	  
Thurs.	  3/31	   Topic	  4:	  Politically	  Motivated	  Controversial	  Music	  
	   Research	  Essay	  

Listening	  and	  Discussion	  
Assignment:	   Research	  Essay:	  Preliminary	  Organizational	  and	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  Presentation	  Strategy	  and	  Bibliography	  
	  

Tues.	  4/5	   	   Topic	  4	  Discussion	  Continued;	  In-‐class	  Writing	  



	   	   	   Assignment:	  	   Continue	  work	  on	  Preliminary	  Strategy	  and	  Bibliography	  
	  
Thurs.	  4/7	   Preliminary	  Strategies	  and	  Bibliographies	  Discussed	  and	  Assessed	  	  

Organizational	  and	  Presentation	  Strategy,	  Preliminary	  Bibliography	  for	  	  	  	  	  
Research	  Essay	  Due	  

	   Assignment:	   Research	  Essay,	  Draft	  1	  (9	  –	  10	  pages)	  
	  
Tues.	  4/12	   Reviews	  and	  Evaluations	  	  

Research	  Essay,	  Draft	  1	  Due	  
Assignment:	   Research	  Essay,	  Draft	  2	  
	  

Thurs.	  4/14	   Class	  Revisions	  and	  Editing	  Workshop	  
Research	  Essay,	  Draft	  2	  Due;	  Journals	  Collected	  
	  

Tues.	  4/19	  	   	   Research	  Essays	  Presented	  
Research	  Essay,	  Final	  Version	  Due	  
	  

Thurs.	  4/21	   	   Research	  Essays	  Presented	  Continued	  
	  
Tues.	  4/26	   	   Self-‐evaluations	  and	  Assessments	  
	  
Thurs.	  4/28	   	   Course	  Evaluations	  and	  Conclusions	  
	  
There	  is	  no	  final	  examination	  in	  this	  course.	  
	  


