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First Year Seminar: LINC 101 N 
Moravian College 

Fall 2014 
PPHAC 117, Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 10:20–11:30 

 

!
Instructor Contact Info    Student Advisor Contact Info 
Meg Mikovits      Marie Mikols  
mikovitsm@moravian.edu     stmam15@moravian.edu 
610.625.7820 (office)     484.860.0651 
484.515.1709 (cell) 
204 Zinzendorf  Hall 
I hold office hours every Monday and Wednesday from 9:00 to 10:00. If  you need 
to make an appointment with me at a different time, I can gladly make 
arrangements to meet with you. I’m also available regularly on Google Hangouts; 
feel free to message me any time you see me online.  

!
FYS Course Description and Objectives: Welcome to Moravian and to the First Year Seminar! 
The FYS introduces writing as a process that is central to college learning and to life. Each FYS, 
regardless of  the individual course topic, focuses on college-level reading and writing so students 
will begin to sharpen the critical reasoning skills needed for success in any academic discipline at 
Moravian College. The subject area focus of  each FYS section entails reading and discussing ideas 
and styles from various academic disciplines, but all sections are the same in their general approach: 
students will practice both speaking and writing and will work collaboratively in workshop settings.  
Your preparation and participation are, therefore, essential to the success of  the class and to your success in it. !
FYS Topic: In this course we will demystify academic writing by exploring the idea of  
metacognition, or thinking about one’s own thinking, as it relates to the writing process. To facilitate 
this discovery, we will discuss the merits of  various composition theories and apply an array of  
writing process strategies to writing and discussion assignments. While conventions of  academic 
writing will be our primary focus, personal perspectives will be the means through which students 
explore and develop writing skills and strategies. By the culmination of  this course, students will 
develop a metacognitive awareness of  their own writing habits and become more confident with the 
skills necessary to make meaningful contributions to academic conversations. !
With regard to broad academic and writing skills, by the end of  this course, students will:  

• Demonstrate a process approach to writing  
• Use writing as a way to discover new information and insights—in short, to learn.   
• Demonstrate competency in writing including framing questions, posing problems, and  

synthesizing information to write an academic paper. 
• Write effectively for a variety of  audiences.  
• Gather information for assignments through the use of  appropriate technology and  

evaluate the credibility of  sources needed to write an academic paper.   
• Read critically and comprehensively to integrate others’ ideas with their own.    
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With regard to transition to college expectations, by the end of  this course students will:  

• Articulate an understanding of  liberal education as it affects one’s life now and  
prepares the individual for the future. 

• Practice behaviors for successful learning including effective study habits, time  
management, goal setting, and coping skills.  

• Collaborate with faculty and student advisors and engage with the College community 
—students, faculty, and staff—to promote the students’ success at Moravian College.  !

Course Requirements: Each student enrolled in First Year Seminar will complete several pieces of  
writing, formal and informal, graded and/or ungraded. Students should expect to receive 
suggestions from their instructor or classmates as they develop writing assignments through multiple 
drafts. Individual conferences, written comments, small group workshops, the College Writing 
Center—all may be used to help you as you plan, draft, revise, and edit a piece of  writing. !
At least one writing assignment should involve substantial use of  Reeves Library. Students will 
develop information literacy as they learn to identify and investigate a research topic. By the time 
students complete First Year Seminar, therefore, they should be proficient in the following “basic 
competencies” of  information literacy: 

• Define a research need  
o Formulate a research topic 
o Determine an information need 

• Plan and execute a search for information  
o Identify key terms and concepts 
o Identify the most appropriate sources of  information 
o Use Boolean operators and truncation where appropriate 
o Impose limiters (e.g., scholarly vs. popular, date, language) 
o Modify the search based on search results 

• Know how and where to find the sources discovered in the search process  
o Determine which sources the library owns or provides access to and retrieve them 
o Request material not owned by the library on Interlibrary Loan 
o Locate material faculty may have put on reserve in the library 

• Understand the obligation to credit sources and be able to do so in an appropriate  
citation style !

Required Materials and Texts 
• A Sequence for Academic Writing (5th edition), by Laurence Behrens and Leonard J. 

Rosen | ISBN: 978-0-205-17288-7 (available at the campus bookstore) 
• Assigned readings to be distributed in class and/or online 
• Writing implement 
• A notebook or looseleaf  paper 
• MacBook and iPad (please make sure your devices are fully charged prior to class) 
• An iPad stylus (optional, but recommended) !

Attendance: Group discussion and other collaborative, in-class activities constitute a significant part 
of  this course. Because such activities are done only in class, student attendance is required. 
Absences from class do not excuse late work; if  you know you will not be in class, any assignments 
due that day are still required to be submitted to the instructor on time. Poor attendance will 
negatively impact students’ grades. Each student is permitted three absences throughout the 
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semester; in addition to missed classes, repeated or excessive lateness may count as absences. Your 
fourth and each subsequent absence from the class will have several effects:  

• No credit earned for participation and in-class activities on days missed. 
• An immediate 3% penalty in your final course grade (e.g.: if  your final course grade 

was going to be 85% and you have missed five total classes, then the penalty would 
leave you with a final grade of  79%). 

• An e-mail to Dean Traupman-Carr. !
If  you encounter extenuating circumstances that necessitate missing large amounts of  class, please 
speak with me as soon as possible so we can discuss the best course of  action. In all circumstances, 
students are wholly responsible for finding out what they missed during class time and making 
arrangements to make up work. Please communicate with me and Marie every time you must miss a 
class. !
Academic Honesty: Students in this course should refer to the statement on academic honesty at 
Moravian College in the current Student Handbook, available at http://www.moravian.edu/
studentLife/handbook/academic/academic2.html. I take the provisions of  the Academic Honesty 
Policy very seriously and am obliged to report any suspected violations. Students must retain copies 
of  all written work submitted to the instructor, as well as all notes, drafts, and materials used in 
preparing assignments. These are to be made available for inspection by the instructor at any time. 
Questions about appropriate collaboration, proper documentation, and other honesty issues can be 
confusing. If  in doubt, ask the instructor. !
Additional Information 

• This syllabus, including the schedule of  readings, writing assignments, and 
examinations that follows, is subject to change. 

• In order to be successful, students should expect to work at least two hours outside of  
class in preparation for every hour of  scheduled class time.   

• Students who wish to request accommodations in this class for a disability must 
contact Ms. Elaine Mara, assistant director of  academic support services for academic 
and disability support, at the lower level of  Monocacy Hall, or by calling 610-861-1401.  
Accommodations cannot be provided until authorization is received from the 
Academic Support Center. 

• You are sternly encouraged to take advantage of  the help available through the Writing 
Center. For more information, visit its website at: http://home.moravian.edu/public/
eng/writingCenter/appointments.htm. The Writing Center is located in a building that 
is not accessible to persons with mobility impairments. If  you need to make alternate 
accommodations when using the services of  the Writing Center, please call 
610-861-1392. 

• Technology issues are not an excuse for late or missing work. Be sure to plan ahead, 
save drafts frequently, be prepared to work offline if  necessary, and have a backup plan 
for computer and internet access.  

 

!!

http://www.moravian.edu/studentLife/handbook/academic/academic2.html
http://home.moravian.edu/public/eng/writingCenter/appointments.htm
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Assignments: The First Year Seminar is a writing-intensive class. In addition to formal papers, your 
grade consists of  multiple informal writing exercises, responses, and group projects.  !

Participation    10% 
Journal     15% 
Academic Extracurricular Events 5% 
Group Paper    5% 
Narrative Essay   10% 
Argument Essay   10% 
Analysis Essay    10% 
Research Project   35% !!

Participation: Your full participation is expected and anticipated each class period. This is not a 
lecture-based class, so individual student participation is essential to the group’s learning experience.  

• Be prepared: Complete required reading and assignments prior to class. Bring all 
necessary materials with you. When necessary, print, copy, and organize your work 
prior to the start of  class.  

• Pay attention: Be mindful of  your laptop and iPad use. Listen when others are 
speaking. Demonstrate that you are actively listening by taking notes, reacting to 
others, and showing interest in the discussion. Keep your phone turned off  and put 
away during class, and refrain from checking email, social networks, web pages, and 
messages during class time. 

• Contribute to the discussion: Your questions and comments are welcomed and 
expected. Do not hesitate to ask questions about anything you are unsure of; questions 
are a great way to gain knowledge and initiate discussions. Likewise, all of  you are in a 
position to contribute information by answering classmates’ questions, commenting on 
or respectfully challenging others’ ideas, and providing your own responses to the class 
material.  

• Take part in activities: We will utilize a number of  small-group and partnered activities 
throughout class. As with our larger class discussions, your contributions are essential 
for success. Following from this, students are expected to work through the entire class 
period when working on group activities or individual in-class writing assignments. !

Journal: Throughout the course, you will maintain a response journal folder on Google Drive. 
Journal entries will be assigned regularly in the form of  responses to readings and events, reflections 
on previously completed work, brainstorming for upcoming assignments, and other similar 
purposes. Though your journal will not be graded for grammar and style, it should still reflect a 
strong degree of  critical and analytical thought. A minimum of  25 entries is required with each entry 
being no less than 150 words. Journals will be reviewed three times throughout the semester. !
Academic Extracurricular Events: Each student will attend a minimum of  three Academic 
Extracurricular Events and write three short papers detailing each experience. Each paper should be 
two pages in length (500–600 words) and should follow the Know/Want to Know/Learned (K/W/
L) format. Prior to the event you attend, write a short paragraph explaining what you know (or what 
you think you know) about the topic, and a second short paragraph outlining what you want to 
know about the topic. Afterwards, continue your paper by writing what you learned from the event, 
and consider how the information might be relevant to your academic, personal, or professional 
pursuits.  
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Moravian offers a huge number of  events each semester, including the Faculty Colloquium series, 
Writing Center workshops, Hispanic Heritage Month presentations, MoCo Farm Fresh Market Food 
Talks, author talks, Honors student presentations, and many more. I will alert you to additional 
possibilities as they arise, but note that it is each student’s responsibility to find and attend three 
suitable events throughout the semester. Please verify events with me to be sure that they meet the 
criteria for Academic Extracurricular Events.  !
Group Paper: Students will work in small groups to collaboratively develop, write, and edit a single 
paper using Google Docs. The project will culminate in a written paper and a presentation for the 
class. Equal participation of  all group members is essential to the success of  this project. !
Essays and Research Project: You will draft and revise three 3–5 page papers and one 10-page 
paper, as well as completing several other shorter assignments. Specific requirements for the 
assignments will be discussed in advance of  each assignment. In some cases, each assignment 
consists of  multiple smaller pieces in addition to the paper itself. I encourage and expect you to 
consult with me throughout the course of  your assignments. Draft workshops and individual 
conferences will help you strengthen your writing process. I do not accept papers that have not 
been reviewed in the draft workshop process. Papers are due in class on the due dates noted on 
the syllabus. In addition to the final version of  a paper, all preliminary drafts, notes, etc. are to be 
preserved; otherwise, the assignment is incomplete and will not be accepted. I do not accept or 
read late papers, except under very unusual circumstances.  !!!!!!!!!! !

You must complete all these requirements, as well as the six Student Affairs sessions, 
 in order to be eligible to pass the course. !!!!!!!!!!!!! !
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LINC 101 N Fall 2014 Course Calendar !
M W F

Week  
1

25 August 
Course Introduction

27 August 
Narrative Writing

29 August 
Student Affairs Session

Week  
2

01 September 
Peer Revision Strategies

03 September 
Narrative Essay Workshop

05 September 
Student Affairs Session

Week  
3

08 September 
Narrative Essay Due

10 September 
Group Projects

12 September 
Student Affairs Session

Week  
4

15 September 
Group Projects

17 September 
Group Projects Due

19 September 
Student Affairs Session

Week  
5

22 September 
Argument Strategies

24 September 
Argument Strategies

26 September 
Student Affairs Session

Week  
6

29 September 
Argument Essay Workshop

01 October 
Argument Essay Due

03 October 
Student Affairs Session

Week  
7

06 October 
Individual Conferences

08 October 
Individual Conferences

10 October 
Individual Conferences

Week  
8

13 October 
Fall Break

15 October 
Analysis Strategies

17 October 
Analysis Strategies

Week  
9

20 October 
Analysis Essay Workshop

22 October 
Analysis Essay Due

24 October 
Library Visit

Week 
10

27 October 
Proposal Workshop

29 October 
Research Proposal Due

31 October 
The Academic Essay

Week  
11

03 November 
Source Use

05 November 
Bib./Quote Bank Due

07 November 
Organizational Strategies

Week 
12

10 November 
Individual Conferences

12 November 
Individual Conferences

14 November 
Individual Conferences

Week 
13

17 November 
Research Paper Workshop

19 November 
Research Paper Workshop

21 November 
Research Papers Due

Week 
14

24 November 
Workshop

26 November 
Thanksgiving Break

28 November 
Thanksgiving Break

Week 
15

01 December 
Research Presentations

03 December 
Research Presentations

05 December 
Research Presentations


