
The syllabus is subject to change.  Updated versions will be posted on Blackboard.  

 

SOC 292: Sociology of Law 
Fall 2012  

Professor Virginia Adams O’Connell 
Office: PPHAC 315 
Phone: 610-625-7756 
Email: voconne1@moravian.edu 
 

Course Schedules 

Day & Time Date(s) Location 

W 10:20 AM-12:55 
PM 

8/27/2012 - 
12/15/2012 

Main Street Campus, Priscilla Payne Hurd Academic 
Complex, 331 

 

Course Description 

Sociologists study human organizations. Behavior in any human community is governed by a 
host of informal and formal "laws," codes of behavior and interaction. In this class, we will 
explore a variety of questions about the function and structure of law in human societies in 
general, and in American society. We will explore what law is, what law does, and how it does 
it. We will look at the distinction between folkways/mores and more formal legal structures, 
the influence of culture on law, the legitimization and codification of law, and how law frames 
social life. We will explore how conflicting and overlapping interests must be harmonized or 
adjusted by the legal order. How does law serve as a tool for social change while preserving 
solidarity and stability? We will also look at the professional organization of lawyers. 

Required Text:  

 

 

 

In addition to the assigned text, there will be a variety of classroom handouts and articles posted on 

Blackboard.  

mailto:voconne1@moravian.edu
http://moravian.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/SOCIOLOGY_OF_LAW/BNCB_TextbookDetailView?catalogId=10001&storeId=65218&langId=-1&productId=500000998852&sectionId=53479113&partNumber=MBS_896468&item=Y&displayStoreId=65218
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Goals of the course:  
 

 To review the basic conceptual frameworks of the field of sociology 

 To review the basic methods used by sociologists to study human societies 

 To view the structure, function and structure of law in human societies through the 
disciplines conceptual frameworks and methods 

 To develop and appreciation of the tension between concepts of human universals of 
“right and wrong” and the very fluid nature of the definition of legal and illegal, 
normative and deviant behavior, legitimate and illegitimate authority 

 To practice sociological writing through a series of short reflection papers  

 To gain some experience conducting short surveys/short interviews 
 
Assignments:  
 
There will be four short reflection papers throughout the semester, due at approximately three 
week intervals.  These papers will be between 4-5 pages in length, double-spaced.  See below 
for more details about the formatting requirements of papers.  I will provide a suggested 
prompt(s) for the papers, but students will also have the option of writing on topics/issues of 
their choice.  Students may draw on current issues such as the political campaign, legal cases, 
stories about crime and deviance covered in the news, etc. for paper topics.  If students choose 
their own topic for a paper, they should clear the topic with me first.  I will expect that students 
will refer to the class readings and discussions in their papers.  I will distribute more detailed 
rules and regulations for the paper assignments before each paper assignment.   
 
In-class Activities/Short Assignments:  We will have a number (as yet undefined) of in-class 
activities throughout the semester—this is another reason why regular class attendance is so 
important.  These activities will help to solidify the concepts of the course.  There will also be 
sporadic short out-of-class activities.  These two kinds of assignments will constitute the short 
assignment grade.   I expect people to keep up with the readings, otherwise you will not be able 
to successfully complete the in-class activities.    
 
If I suspect that students are not keeping up with the readings (this suspicion arises when the 
professor asks a question about the reading and no one responds…), I have the habit of 
distributing pop quizzes.   I do not think that pop quizzes are “unfair, unjust!”  They are just one 
tool to help keep you on track and to help cement the concepts.  I would like to treat you like 
college students (and not like high school students), so please make sure that you keep up with 
the work and I will not feel compelled to give pop quizzes.   
 
Final exam:  If the class as a collective works hard throughout the semester to cover and 
engage with the material, my intention at this point is NOT to have a final exam.   If, however, I 
feel that students have not achieved the goals of the course and still need to have some 
concepts reinforced, I will assign a take home final exam.   
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Grading: 
 
“Large” assignments will be graded on the following 0.0-4.0 scale: 
 
4.0: A 
3.7: A- 
3.3: B+ 
3.0: B 
2.7: B- 
2.3: C+ 

2.0: C 
1.7: C- 
1.3: D+ 
1.0: D 
0.7: D- 
 

 
Smaller assignments such as in-class quizzes or short out-of-class exercises will be graded with 
the following grades:  √+, √, or √- .  These grades roughly correspond to an A, B and C.  The 
short assignments and quizzes will be weighted differently depending on the amount of time 
and effort it takes to complete the assignment.  At the end of the semester, all of these points 
will be added together and you will get a corresponding letter grade for this accumulated short 
assignment work based on the total percentage of points earned.  It is within an instructor’s 
purview to apply qualitative judgment in determining grades for an assignment and for the 
course.   
 
Grade Distribution: 
20% class participation 
25% short assignments  
55% reflections papers 
 
Given that I weigh class participation so high (20% of your grade), it will be very hard to pass 
this class if you do not attend.  This is true not only because of the 20% weight, but also 
because if you are not here to review the materials, it will be hard for you to fully follow the 
arguments and write acceptable/passing papers or complete assignments.   
 
Class attendance/participation is mandatory.  If you are going to miss a class, I expect that you 
will contact me prior to class to let me know, either by phone or email.  Although I understand 
that people might occasionally miss class due to illness or personal emergencies, patterned 
absences will result in a lowering of your class attendance/participation grade and I will contact 
your advisor/the dean’s office.  Regular attendance and minimal participation will yield a class 
attendance grade of a 3.0 (B).  Regular and engaged participation will increase that grade 
upwards, and patterned absences will decrease that grade.  Basically, everyone will start out 
with a B.   What you do with that B is your responsibility.  Unexcused absences will result in a 
lowering of the B.  Active participation will be assessed on the basis of volunteering thoughtful 
answers on a regular basis, and passive participation as merely being there, taking notes, and 
looking attentive.  And the “looking attentive” is key here—please do not fall asleep in my class.  
Even in a large class, it is very hard to hide and sleep.  I understand that you might not be 
feeling well or had a very late night, but if you are sleepy before class, please grab a cup of 
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coffee.  Students who come to class but sleep do not get credit for class attendance—sleeping 
in class will earn you an unexcused absence.   

Students who miss an in-class activity due to an excused absence will not get credit for the 
assignment but will not be penalized.  Often, the in-class activities cannot be “made up” outside 
of class time, but you will be responsible for knowing what we did in class in case it is 
referenced in future classes.  You will lose the designated points for the assignment which 
means that your other remaining assignments will count more towards your final grade.  For 
example, if the total of all in-class activities ends up counting for a total of 200 points, but you 
missed an activity due to an excused absence that was worth 20 points, and your total points 
earned was 160 points, your final grade for class activities will be scored as 160/180 instead of 
160/200.  If you, however, miss an in-class activity due to an unexcused absence, you will earn a 
zero for that class activity and as noted above, you will not be able to “make up” the lost points.   

 
Students who miss a class are responsible for getting notes and copies of handouts from 

a fellow student.  I advise that every student find a partner(s) in the class that will share notes 
and collect handouts for them when they have an anticipated or unanticipated absence.  I will 
not be responsible for collecting or keeping track of handouts for students who miss class, nor 
will every handout be scanned and posted on Blackboard.  You must also collect the notes and 
review the material covered in class before you ask me “what did I miss the other day when I 
was not here.”  I am not responsible for repeating one of my lectures in a private session with 
students who miss class.  While I am happy to review material that students do not understand 
during office hours, you must review the material before you schedule a meeting.  Do not wait 
until a couple of weeks have passed before you realize that you are missing certain key 
handouts necessary to complete an essay or assignment—trying to track down handouts a few 
weeks down the road can be a nightmare.   

 
In addition to expecting regular class attendance, I also expect students to arrive to class 

“on time.”  Patterned late arrivals will also be penalized.  Being a commuter, I understand the 
challenges associated with traffic, accidents and other unanticipated delays, but it is your 
obligation to arrive to class on time.  If you are commuting from the other end of campus,  I 
understand that the shuttle system may be a nightmare, but you need to catch the earlier bus if 
there is a chance that the shuttle might be a few minutes late getting up to the other end of 
campus.  Again, I understand that “stuff happens” and you may “every now and then” arrive 
late, but it cannot be a regular pattern.  You would not regularly arrive late for a job (it would 
not be tolerated by your employer and you would eventually be fired).  Think of your college 
career as one of your current jobs.  If you are late, however, come into the classroom as soon as 
you do get to your designation.  Do not wait outside the class for some optimum time to enter 
as all this will do is make you miss more of the class instruction.  Quietly and unobtrusively 
enter the classroom and take a seat.  
 
Cheating/plagiarizing: If any student is caught plagiarizing, you will automatically fail the class.  
If there are any questions about what constitutes plagiarism, please review drafts of your 
assignments with me.  Please also see Moravian College’s Academic Honesty policy (on the 
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website) to review the institution’s definitions of cheating and plagiarism.  Plagiarism is easier 
to recognize than you might think—I have caught a number of students in the past.  
 
Due Dates and Formatting: 
I expect assignments to be handed in on time, on the day that they are due.  Late assignments 
will be docked one full grade for each day that they are late.  So an “A-quality” assignment that 
was due on Tuesday that is handed in on Wednesday will drop to a “B.”  If handed in on 
Thursday, the grade will drop to a “C.”  A “D-quality” assignment handed in late is an F.  I know 
students occasionally run into computer/printer problems, and if you are in this situation, email 
me as soon as possible.  If you are having a printer problem, you can send me your assignment 
as an attachment so that you can still get credit for handing the assignment in on time.  I do not 
have much sympathy for students who wait until a few minutes before class begins to print up 
their assignment and then discover that they are having trouble.  So try to make it part of your 
schedule that you will finish and print up your assignments at least the night before the 
assignment is due.  This way, you will have time to either solve your problem or contact me.   
 
I also expect assignments to follow whatever formatting and page instructions given when the 
assignment is assigned.  For example, if I assign an essay question that I suspect will take at 
least two pages to answer, I expect a full two pages of writing will constitute your response.  
This is two pages, word processed, double-space, one inch margins, Calibri, 12-point font, 
without additional spaces between your name and date at the top of the page, and between 
the title of your essay.   Assignments that fall short of the page requirement will automatically 
lose points.   
 
More details on classroom behavior:  
 
Recording Devices:  
Students have my permission to use audio recording devices in class.  I know some students like 
to use these devices in order to review lecture notes, so this statement serves as my “informed 
consent” to be taped.   
 
Cell phone, texting, email, web surfing:  I expect that students will NOT be using their cell 
phones, texting, sending emails or web surfing during class time.  Students who are caught 
engaged in any of these activities will immediately lose one full grade of their class 
participation grade (i.e. a B will drop to a C).  If you engage in this behavior multiple times, then 
getting caught a mere three times in the course of a semester will earn you an F for class 
participation.  For students who take notes on laptops, I know the temptation to check your 
Facebook page, or answer a few emails during what you might think is a less interesting part of 
my lecture may be overwhelmingly tempting, but please resist the urge.  You may think you are 
pretty good at hiding this activity from me, but it is actually fairly easy to tell when a student is 
engaged in other activities (although I hear that students are getting very adept at texting when 
the phone is in your pocket!).  Sometimes your neighbor actually gives you away, so why you 
are making sure to keep looking up at me, your neighbor might get very interested in looking at 
your newly posted profile picture.  So best just not to do it, so matter how good you think you 
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are at it.  And even if you think you might be so good, I will not necessarily confront you in class 
if I catch you.  I will merely dock your class participation grade and you will not be aware of the 
penalty until the end of the semester.  
 
There are some circumstances under which I will allow students to take a phone call or surf the 
web during class.   
 
Phone calls: I know some students occasionally have family, work and/or personal obligations 
that may need their immediate attention.  For example, there may be students who have a sick 
child at home and need to be reachable during class time in case there is an emergency.  If you 
find yourself in this kind of situation, please contact me before class via email or approach me 
at the beginning of class.  I will expect your phone to be on vibrate, but I will allow you to leave 
the room to take the call.   
 
“Facilities” Break:  I have had the experience of students regularly leaving class for what I can 
only assume is a “bathroom” break, leaving class for a few minutes during basically every class 
period.  Unless there is an underlying medical issue, I do think it is necessary for students to 
regularly leave the class for what is often only a one-hour ten-minute class period.    If you do 
have some underlying medical condition that requires you to regularly leave class, then please 
make sure I get a note from disabilities support (see contact information below).  If I do not get 
official notification from disabilities support, then the regular bathroom break will be 
considered a series of “unexcused” absences and will result in a lowering of your class 
attendance grade.   I have absolutely no problem with an occasional bathroom visit, but please 
limit your visits.  
 
Web surfing: Sometimes a class activity might actually involve searching the web for resource 
materials.  In this case, I may ask students to help search for a piece of data or reference during 
class.  But I will expect that students will be searching for the task assigned and not looking up 
newly posted videos.   
 
Professor/Student dialogue:  I highly value good communication between us, and I therefore 
encourage you to contact me at any time in the semester to talk about the class in general or 
your individual performance.   Few things are as frustrating for me then to get to the end of the 
semester to find out someone struggled with some aspect of the course (for example, 
understanding the assignments!).  If you do not understand some aspect of the course material, 
or my assignment instructions, then please send me an email, call, or stop by my office hours.  I  
am more than willing to read and respond to drafts of your work, so please take me up on my 
offer to read work before final due dates.  I typically ask for at least one week to turn work 
around.   
 
Blackboard and Email:  Moravian College recognizes email as a form of official communication 
between faculty and students and I will use both Blackboard and email as a communication 
device.  I will occasionally send out a message for you to take a look at an article online, or 
check a new posting on Blackboard before the next class.   Therefore it is your obligation to 
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regularly check your email account for messages from me.  You should check your email 
accounts at least once a day.  Failure to complete an assignment/request because “I did not see 
your email—I did not check my account,” will not suffice as a legitimate excuse.    You also need 
to make sure that your mailbox does not reach its limit as you will be unable to receive emails 
once it is full.  
 
Students with Disabilities:  
Students who wish to request accommodations in this class for a disability should contact 
Elaine Mara, assistant director of learning services for academic and disability support at 1307 
Main Street, or by calling 610-861-1510.  Accommodations cannot be provided until 
authorization is received from the Academic Support Center. 
 

Outline of Weekly Readings and Assignments: 
 

Week 1: A review course requirements and of the basic conceptual frameworks 
of Sociology.  

Deflem, pages 1-14, Introduction 
Law in Our Lives, Chapter 1, Introduction (Blackboard)  
Law 101: There are no secret books: You can understand the law (Blackboard)  
 

Week 2:  Law and the rise of the social sciences 

Deflem, pages 15-37 
Law in Our Lives, Chapter 2, Law: It’s Meaning and Logic (Blackboard) 
Note on the Sociology of Deviance, Kai Erikson, (Blackboard) 
 

Week 3: Max Weber on the rationalization of law 

Deflem, pages 37-55 
Law in Our Lives, Chapter 5, The Law and Society Movement (Blackboard) 
 
Short reflection paper due 
 

Week 4: Emile Durkheim on law and social solidarity 

Deflem, pages 56-74 
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Week 5: Social science perspectives versus legal perspectives 

Deflem, 75-117 
Law 101: Chapter 2: Constitutional Law and Constitutional Politics (Blackboard)  
 
 

Week 6: Law and economy: the regulation of the markets 

Deflem, 143-161 

Short reflection paper due 

Week 7:  Law and politics: the role of democratic law 

Deflem, 145-161 
Law 101: Chapter 4: Your Day in Court  
 

Week 8: Law and integration: the legal profession 

Deflem, 181-197 
Law in Our Lives, Chapter 7, The Legal Profession (Blackboard) 
 

Week 9: Law and culture: the balance of values through norms  

Deflem, 198-224 
Law in Our Lives, Chapter 9, Legal Culture and Legal Behavior  
 

Short reflection paper due 

Week 10:  Social control: The enforcement of law 

Deflem, 225-249 
Law 101: Chapter 8: From Insanity to In Cold Blood  
Law 101: Chapter 9: Protecting the Innocent, Freeing the Guilty 
 

Week 11: The globalization of law 

Deflem, 250-270 
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Week 12: Visions of the sociology of law 

Deflem 271-278  

Short reflection paper due 

Week 13 and 14: Catch-up, analysis, jury selection.  

 

 

 

 

 


