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Directed Study in Religion (Rel. 385): Spring 2012 
 
Instructor: Dr. Arash Naraghi 
Office location: Comenius 106 
Email: anaraghi@moravian.edu 
Phone: (610) 625-7835 
Office Hours: Tuesday 10 am-11am, Wednesday 4pm-5pm and by appointment. 
Lectures:  Tuesday 12:01pm-1:00pm, Main Street Campus, Comenius Hall, 105. 
 
Course Description:  
Religion 385 presents senior religion majors with the opportunity to choose some question or 
problem related to the study of religion.  This may be a question that you began to study in a 
religion course, or a problem that you always have wanted to investigate.  It might be something 
related to the career you envision yourself pursuing after Moravian College.  In any case, students 
should choose something that will be meaningful and important for their own lives and thinking.   
 
“Directed Study” is the name of this course because it represents for many students a leap into  
independent study on one large project, and for many students this is the first time they will have 
experienced this opportunity.  Over the course of the semester, working with your faculty mentor, 
you will develop a coherent statement or abstract of the question or problem you plan to 
investigate and research.  You will develop an appropriate academic bibliography and work your 
way through it.  Your work in 385 will culminate in an approximately 30 page paper that you will 
work on in stages throughout the semester.  In addition, you will be required to present your work 
in a number of venues; before your 385 peers; at Scholarship Day before the college community; 
and perhaps before the Religion Dept. as a whole, including invited alumni (this last presentation 
is still in development).  For Scholarship Day you will either a) work with Studio South to 
develop a poster that outlines your project and participate in a poster session with other students; 
or b) give a 15 minute presentation as part of a presentation session.  More information will be 
provided about Scholarship Day once the date has been set. 
 This is a required course for religion majors.  The course consists of two main parts: 

(1) The First Part involves the individual research project described above under the 
direction of a faculty mentor.  The faculty mentor who is directing and supervising 
your individual project is fully in charge of this part of your work and will assign 
your grade.  You will work with your mentor to set up regular meetings and receive 
appropriate guidance and oversight for your project.   

(2) The Second Part of the course involves study and reflection on the methods we 
employ in Religious Studies to study religion.  In this part of the course, we explore 
different models of explanation of human actions, in order to explore different 
methods that have been used in Religious Studies to investigate religions, e.g., 
Phenomenology, Functionalism, and Interpretation- Hermeneutics of human action.  
 

Course Objectives: 
• To develop an understanding of different views on religion. 
• To demonstrate understanding of the diverse methods employed in Religious Studies. 
• To share and discuss individual projects with a group of classmates, and learn from 

diverse feedback and perspectives on your project. 
• To develop skills of analyzing and evaluating religious phenomena vigorously, fairly, and 

with sympathy. 
• To exercise scholarly fairness, sympathy, and tolerance toward different conflicting 

views, and expand our intellectual horizon. 
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• To diminish the dogmatic assurance which closes the mind against speculation and open 
questioning.  

• To enrich our intellectual imagination. 
• To think creatively, and to be able to imagine alternatives to familiar views and 

situations.  
• To improve our understanding of the complexities of  problems in the study of 

religion(s), and the rationale behind different positions. 
 
Recommended Text: 

• Introduction to the Study of Religion, Hillary Rodrigues and John S. Harding, Rutledge, 
2009. ISBN: 978-0-415-40889-9. 

• Some additional articles will be posted on Blackboard. 
 

 
Lecture attendance: 

You may miss one class session during the semester with no questions asked.  Beyond 
that one class session, any further missed classes without a really good excuse (involving a note 
from your doctor, psychiatrist, parole officer, etc.) will cost you 2% of your grade for the Second 
Part for each absence. 
 
Important Notes: Please turn off your cell phones before walking into class! If you are having an 
emergency that requires you to have your cell phone on, please tell me at the beginning of class. 
No text messaging is allowed during the class, and the use of computers should be strictly 
confined to the things directly related to the class. 
 
Students who wish to request accommodations in this class for a disability should contact Mr. Joe 
Kempfer, Assistant Director of Learning Services for Disability Support, 1307 Main Street 
(extension 1510). 
 
Academic honesty:  

Students are required to honor academic integrity.  The course imposes the application of 
Moravian College’s Academic Honesty Policy.  The policy is to be found at Moravian College’s 
Student Handbook. 
 
Course requirements:   

(1) One class presentation on the project you are working on. 
(2) One exam on the material we discuss in the class, tentatively scheduled on Tuesday 

March 13, 2012. 
(3) Consistent, faithful and engaged work with your faculty mentor; regular attendance at 

all scheduled meetings with your mentor. 
(4) Demonstration of initiative, independence and hard work on your project. 
(5) Participation in Scholarship’s Day, with your poster or presentation ready on time. 
(6) Submission of the your paper in the required stages. 

 
Grading:   

(1) The first part, i.e., the project done under the direction of a faculty mentor, is 85% of 
your final grade for the course. 

(2) The class presentation plus the exam are 15% of your final grade, that is, each is 
worth 7.5% of your overall grade for the course. 
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The grading scale is as follows: 

Points Grade 
4-point 
conversion 

95-100 A 4 
90-95 A- 3.7 
87-90 B+ 3.3 
84-87 B 3 
80-84 B- 2.7 
77-80 C+ 2.3 
74-77 C 2 
70-74 C- 1.7 
67-70 D+ 1.3 
64-67 D 1 
60-64 D- 0.7 
0-60 F 0 

 
 
 

Tentative Lecture Schedule and Deadlines: 
 
 

• Jan 17 and 24:  (1) What is Religion? (2) What is Religious Studies? (3) Patterns in the 
Study of Religion. 
Note 1:  By Jan. 24, the topic of your project should be decided; submission of 1 
paragraph “abstract” to faculty mentor. 

• Jan 31 and Feb 7: (1) Different Approaches to Religion. 
Note 2: By Feb. 7, submission of your Bibliography (to faculty mentor). 

• Feb. 14: Phenomenology. 
• Feb 21: Theology. 
• Note 3: First 10 pages of your project due by Feb. 21 (to faculty mentor). 
• Feb 28: Functionalism. 
• March 6: Interpretation and Hermeneutics of Human Action. 
• Note 4: Second 10 pages of your project due by March 6 (to faculty mentor). 
• Note 5: March 13- The Exam. 
• March 20 and 27: Discussing the projects. 
• Note 6: March 27- Due date for the first draft of your project (to faculty mentor). 
• April 3, 10, 17, 24: Class presentations. 
• Information will be given to you about the dates of Scholarship Day at Moravian 

College. 
• Note 7: April 10- Due date for the second draft of your project (to faculty mentor). 
• Note 8: April 24- Due date for the project.   

 
All 385 projects will include a Works Cited Page.  You may use either APA or MLA citation 
formats (please consult these formats for other aspects of your paper, including title page, 
pagination, etc.).  Your final project should be submitted BOTH to your faculty mentor and to the 
Chair of the Religion Dept. on the day of the final deadline. 
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Your grade will be adversely affected by not meeting deadlines.  It is up to individual faculty 
mentors to determine how this will factor into your overall grade. 
 
Students should plan to work about 10 hours per week in this course, including class time.  The 
most important advice is this: DO NOT PROCRASTINATE!  Good thinking, and good work take 
time!  Give yourself the supreme luxury in this project of taking sustained and quiet time to 
research, read, and think.  Take more time to talk about your project regularly with any and 
everyone willing to listen and respond.  Your work will be the better for it. 
 
You also are advised to make regular use of the Writing Center.  Get in the habit of taking every 
draft to the Center before you are required to submit it.  Also, make use of the reference 
librarians in Reeve’s.  You can save a lot of time and research more efficiently by asking their 
assistance with your project.  Make an appointment with one of the research experts in Reeve’s, 
explain your project, and ask for their help as to how best to proceed with research.   
 
 
 


