
FYS / LLC: Self Discovery / Transitions of Youth 
A Living & Learning First Year Seminar Experience 

Fall, 2011 
 

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Robert Brill    Office Phone #:  (610) 861-1561   
Office Location: PPHAC Room 225   FAX #:   (610) 625-7879 
E-Mail:   brillr@moravian.edu   Cell Phone # : (610) 463-7079 
 
Office Hours:     M, W, TH, F   10 :15am – 11 :15am   Class Location :  HILL Room 310 
    (or by appointment) 
 

 
SPECIFIC SEMINAR DESCRIPTION: 
 

     Many of the psychological themes, principles, and theories related to growing up in American are 
unique to adolescents in the beginning of the twenty-first century; while other issues pertaining to 
transitions from youth span across generations.  With an intense focus on critical thinking, self-reflection, 
and writing, this course will explore both new and classic issues involved in the movement from 
adolescence to adulthood.  Novels, short stories, films and research will be the stimuli for writing personal 
reactions, descriptive and persuasive essays, synthesizing multiple perspectives around issues, 
comparisons between viewpoints and theoretical frameworks, and analyses of contemporary issues 
confronting adolescence.  
 
 First Year Seminar – General Overview – authored by the FYS Committee 
Description and Objectives 
 
      The First Year Seminar (FYS) introduces writing as a process that is central to college learning and to 
life.  Each FYS, no matter what the topic, focuses on college-level reading and writing so students will 
begin to sharpen the critical reasoning skills needed for success in any academic discipline at Moravian 
College. The subject area focus of each FYS section entails reading and discussing ideas and styles from 
various academic disciplines, but all sections are the same in their general approach: students will 
practice both speaking and writing and will work collaboratively in workshop settings.  You learn to write 
by writing and reading, so your teacher will be mostly a facilitator in class, not a lecturer or test-giver. 
 

By the end of this course, students will:  
 

A. Articulate and understanding of liberal education as it affects one’s life now and prepares 
the individual for the future. 

B. Use writing as a way to discover new information and insights, in short, to learn. 
C. Demonstrate a process approach to writing. 
D. Demonstrate competency in writing including framing questions, posing problems, and 

synthesizing information to write an academic paper.  
E. Demonstrate an ability to write effectively for a variety of audiences.  
F. Gather information for assignments through the use of appropriate technology and 

evaluate the credibility of sources needed to write an academic paper. 
G. Read critically and comprehensively to integrate others’ ideas with their own. 
H. Demonstrate behaviors for successful learning including effective study habits, time 

management, goal setting and coping skills.  
I. Collaborate with faculty and student advisors to engage with the college community.  

mailto:brillr@moravian.edu


Students will complete several pieces of writing, formal and informal, graded or ungraded, this 
semester. Expect to receive suggestions from your instructor or classmates as you develop writing 
assignments through multiple drafts. Individual conferences, written comments, small group workshops, 
the College Writing Center—all may be used to help you as you plan, draft, revise, and edit a piece of 
writing.  At least one writing assignment will involve substantial use of Reeves Library. You will improve 
your information literacy as you learn to develop and investigate a research topic. By the time you 
complete your FYS, you should be proficient in the following “basic competencies” of information 
literacy: 

 
• Define a research need 

o Formulate a research topic 
o Determine an information need 

• Plan and execute a search for information 
o Identify key terms and concepts 
o Identify the most appropriate sources of information 
o Use Boolean operators and truncation where appropriate 
o Impose limiters (e.g., scholarly vs. popular, date, language) 
o Modify the search based on search results 

• Know how and where to find the sources discovered in the search process 
o Determine which sources the library owns or provides access to and retrieve them 
o Request material not owned by the library on Interlibrary Loan 
o Locate material faculty may have put on reserve in the library 

• Understand the obligation to credit sources and be able to do so in an appropriate citation style 
 
 
Writing as a Process 

Writing is more than simply a report of what you know and see; it is also an important way of 
exploring a subject.  Developing a finished piece of writing through time and involving the recursive 
process discussed below can deepen your understanding of the world and yourself in a way that reading 
and thinking by themselves cannot.  By practicing writing in this way, we hope that you can eventually 
become your own teacher/editor and be able to use writing as a way of learning.  Here is a brief 
overview of the usual process, based on what we know about how successful writers actually work. 

Prewriting (or planning) is the work you do before composing and includes those important early 
decisions about purpose, audience, and style to.  Prewriting also means reading, taking notes, talking to 
others, outlining, or freewriting—in other words, gathering together your information and thoughts. 

Writing (or drafting or composing) those first words on a blank page is sometimes the most difficult 
step, often preceded by procrastination and anxiety that the writing will not work and that you might 
fail.  Beginning writers should remember that it is neither natural nor possible for the words to come out 
just right the first time. Trying to make each sentence perfect before going to the next is one of the 
worst things to do.  Writing takes time and often trial and error to become exact.  Therefore, writing the 
first draft should be the fastest part of the process.  You should write freely and without concern for 
style or mechanics in order to probe your ideas and let the act of writing help you discover what needs 
to be said.  This first draft should be an open conversation between you and the writing.  But for this 
conversation to move forward, you the writer must continue to put words on paper and respond to 
those words by writing more.  Most any words will do to start the ball rolling, to set up this dialogue 



between you and the page.  You are simply using writing to make yourself think in a sustained way 
about your topic.  You are not even sure yet what you wish to say.  What comes out may surprise you.  
But at least give yourself a chance to let your thoughts flow in writing without trying to make each 
sentence correct before going to the next. 

Revising is the crucial stage.  Indeed, it has often been said that good writing is rewriting.  It is 
through multiple drafts that a piece of writing is developed to fulfill the writer’s purpose for a reader.  
You may add paragraphs and sentences while deleting old ones, or restyle flabby sentences and sharpen 
word choice now that the ideas are clearer.  You may even trash much of what you have written in a first 
draft as your purpose and your sense of yourself in relation to your audience becomes sharper.  Always 
ahead in revision are several opportunities to improve what you are working on. 

Final editing and proofreading occur as you approach completion of a writing project.  For the first 
time, the writer inspects and verifies the grammar and spelling and punctuation.  Good writing is much 
more than good grammar, but for most academic essays, the two go together.  So writers at this point 
become concerned that no spelling or grammatical blunder will interfere with a reader’s ability to 
understand and enjoy what was written. 

You will not always have as much time as you would like for every essay.  All of us, students and 
teachers alike, must learn to live within the limitations of this special version of life called college.  But 
you can still practice this process of writing, learning to anticipate each stage and the writing problems 
that are a part of it.  Someday your success will almost certainly depend, at least in part, on your ability 
to write meaningfully and to write with style.  This semester is the time to start to get ready for that 
moment. 

 
 
The Writing Center 

The Writing Center, on the second floor of Zinzendorf Hall, is there to support the efforts of all 
writers at Moravian College. The tutors there are students who are good, experienced writers and who 
are professionally trained to help you improve your writing.  They will go over an essay draft with you 
and guide your understanding of how you might improve that draft.  You could also drop by to pick up 
some of the free handouts on virtually every part of writing: getting started, writing a thesis, developing 
paragraphs, eliminating wordiness, using commas, and the like.  The Writing Center is generally open 
Monday-Thursday afternoons and Sunday evenings during the semester.  The Writing Center is located 
in a building that is not accessible to persons with mobility impairments.  If you need the services of the 
Writing Center, please call 610-861-1392. 

 
Learning Services Office 
 Students who wish to request accommodations in this class for a disability should contact Mr. Joe 
Kempfer, Assistant Director of Learning Services for Disability Support, 1307 Main Street, at 610-861-
1510.  Accommodations cannot be provided until authorization is received from the Office of Learning 
Services.  Students are also encouraged, yet not required, to inform course faculty of those situations 
that can affect academic performance.  Resources may be available to aid students who are 
experiencing academic difficulty. 
It is important to contact the office as soon as possible to enhance the likelihood that such 
accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.  Any student who wishes to disclose a disability 
and request accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) for this course first MUST 
meet with either Mrs. Laurie Roth in the Office of Learning Services (for learning disabilities and/or 
ADD/ADHD) or Dr. Ronald Kline in the Counseling Center (for all other disabilities).  



Policy on Academic Honesty 
Moravian College expects its students to perform their academic work honestly and fairly.  A 

Moravian student, moreover, should neither hinder nor unfairly assist the efforts of other students to 
complete their work successfully.  This policy of academic integrity is the foundation on which learning 
at Moravian is built. 

The College’s expectations and the consequences of failure to meet these expectations are outlined 
below.  If at any point in your academic work at Moravian you are uncertain about your responsibility as 
a scholar or about the propriety of a particular action, consult your instructor.   
 
Guidelines for Honesty 

All work that you submit or present as part of course assignments or requirements must be your 
original work unless otherwise expressly permitted by the instructor.  This includes any work presented, 
be it in written, oral, or electronic form or in any other technical or artistic medium.  When you use the 
specific thoughts, ideas, writings, or expressions of another person, you must accompany each instance 
of use with some form of attribution to the source.  Direct quotes from any source (including the 
Internet) must be placed in quotation marks (or otherwise marked appropriately) and accompanied by 
proper citation, following the preferred bibliographic conventions of your department or instructor.  It is 
the instructor’s responsibility to make clear to all students in his or her class the preferred or required 
citation style for student work.  Student ignorance of bibliographic convention and citation procedures is 
not a valid excuse for having committed plagiarism.   When you use the specific thoughts, ideas, writing, 
or expressions of another person, you must accompany each instance of use with some form of 
attribution to the source.   

You may not collaborate during an in-class examination, test, or quiz.  You may not work with others 
on out-of-class assignments, exams, or projects unless expressly allowed or instructed to do so by the 
course instructor.  If you have any reservations about your role in working on any out-of-class 
assignments, you must consult with your course instructor. In each FYS class and in the Writing Center, 
we try to establish a community of writers who can review and provide helpful criticism of each other’s 
work.  Although no students in your class or in the Writing Center should ever be allowed to write your 
paper for you, they are encouraged to read your work and to offer suggestions for improving it.  Such 
collaboration is a natural part of a community of writers. 

You may not use writing or research that is obtained from a “paper service” or that is purchased 
from any person or entity, unless you fully disclose such activity to the instructor and are given express 
permission.  
You may not use writing or research obtained from any other student previously or currently enrolled at 
Moravian or elsewhere or from the files of any student organization, such as fraternity or sorority files, 
unless you are expressly permitted to do so by the instructor. 

You must keep all notes, drafts, and materials used in preparing assignments until a final course 
grade is given.  In the case of work in electronic form, you may be asked to maintain all intermediate 
drafts and notes electronically or in hard copy until final grades are given.  All these materials must be 
available for inspection by the instructor at any time. 
 
 
Plagiarism 

A major form of academic dishonesty is plagiarism, which we define as the use, whether deliberate 
or not, of any outside source without proper acknowledgment; an “outside source” is defined as any 
work (published or unpublished), composed, written, or created by any person other than the student 



who submitted the work  (adapted from Napolitano vs. Princeton).  Instructors often encourage—and in 
the case of research essays, require—students to include the ideas of others in their writing.  In such 
cases, students must take care to cite the sources of these ideas correctly (in other words, to give credit 
where credit is due).   

At Moravian, if an instructor suspects plagiarism, the student will be asked to show the notes and 
drafts contributing to the final version of a paper.  The instructor also has the right to review any books 
or periodicals that were used.  The grade for the paper will be suspended until these materials have 
been reviewed. An instructor who suspects a student of violating the policy on academic honesty with 
regard to an assignment, requirement, examination, test, or quiz will consult with the Chair, First Year 
Seminar, using a blind copy of the work in question, to verify the violation.  If the charge is verified, the 
instructor will, in almost all cases, assign either a grade of zero to the academic work in question or a 
failing grade in the course in which the violation occurred.  The student must be informed in writing of 
the alleged violation and penalty; a copy of this memo must be sent to the Associate Dean of Academic 
Affairs. 

A student may appeal either a charge of academic dishonesty or a penalty as follows: 
First, to the First Year Seminar course instructor.   
Next, in the case of a First Year Seminar, to the Chair, First Year Seminar  
Next, to the Academic Standards Committee, chaired by the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs. 

 
 
Required Readings/Texts: 
 
Chen, D. (1999). Colors of the mountain. New York: Anchor Books. 
 
Ede, L. (2011). The Academic Writer: A Brief Guide (2nd ed.). Boston, MA: Bedford / St. Martin’s. 
    (Referred to in syllabus as TAW) 
 
Hess, H. (1951). Siddhartha. New York, NY: New Directions Publishing. 
 
King, S. (2000). On writing. New York, NY: Pocket Books.  (Referred to in syllabus as KING) 
 
Moravian College Student Handbook (on-line) 
 
Paul, R. & Elder, L. (2009). The miniature guide to critical thinking: Concepts and tools.  
   Tomales, CA: Foundation for Critical Thinking. (Referred to in syllabus as P&E CT) 
 
Walls, J. (2005). The glass castle. New York, NY: Scribner Publishers. 
 
 
Additional Materials / Requirements 

1) Separate Journal Notebook for THIS course  - writing activities, reflections, etc.   
It must be able to be handed in periodically. 

      2) A binder for your final writing portfolio 
      3) You MUST register for the course on Blackboard  
      4) There will also be handouts and articles distributed in class. 
 
 



ELECTRONIC RESOURCES: 
 
Bedford Researcher On-Line Resources 
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/bedfordresearcher3e/ 
 
Elbow, Peter.  Writing with Power: Techniques for Mastering the Writing Process 
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/moravianlibrary/Doc?id=10085437 
 
Purdue University On-Line Writing Lab 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ 
 
Purdue University On-Line Writing Lab: Grammar, Punctuation, and Spelling 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/grammar/ 
 
Reeves Library Home Page 
http://home.moravian.edu/public/reeves/ 
 
 
Course Assignments: 
 
JOURNAL & WRITING EXERCISES (15%): In your journal notebook (or as separate individual 
writing assignment / tasks), you will maintain entries for the following: 

PreWriting Journal Entries: Some of these will be done in-class; others will be assigned for  
outside of class.  They are different forms of handwritten responses to various prompts,  
and will often be encouraged to be done in a stream of conscience or free-writing manner.  
You will do a great deal of this “free-flowing” writing as a way to react to or reflect about  
the short stories / essays assigned for reading.  This is good preparation for discussion.  

 Reflective Writing:  Often you will be asked to reflect on your work (i.e., post-writing) to  
appreciate and get a sense of the decisions you made, the areas your writing is particularly  
strong, and to have a sense of where you struggle as a writer. 

Writing Drills:  These are your responses to the writing exercises that will be assigned.   
Many of you may wish to do exercises in other areas beyond those assigned if you feel it  
would improve an area of your writing 

BE SURE TO DATE AND LABEL EACH ENTRY CLEARLY, DESCRIPTIVELY AND 
CONSISTENTLY!!!  See Policy #3 below – Organization & Format of Writing Assignments. 
 
NOTE:  This section will also include the satisfactory completion of your ICL assignments noted in the 
course schedule. 
 
PAPER ASSIGNMENTS – The final grade of each paper will be aggregated with slightly different 
weights to account for 58% of your grade. 
There will be a number of individual writing assignments.  Specific guidelines for each will be handed out 
separately in class and discussed.  See Policy #3 below (ORGANIZED WRITING ASSIGNMENTS) 
about what each paper should have.  The number of reviews and research papers are set; however, the 
number of essays we will complete will remain variable depending upon the needs and progress we make 
collectively and individually.  The length guidelines below will give you the acceptable range to work 
with.  Guidelines for each assignment may be more specific regarding length.  Some assignments will be 
handed in once as a final drafts; while others will involve single or multiple formal revisions.  Your own 

http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/bedfordresearcher3e/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/grammar/
http://home.moravian.edu/public/reeves/


style of writing should involve proactive, autonomous iteration and revision in a stylistic manner that 
works well for you. 
 
Body of work for this seminar (Guidelines for each will be distributed): 
One letter to a source of conflict  
Two Descriptive Essays (at least 2 pages each) 
 * A Cherished Treasure /  

* Peak Experience  
Three Book Reviews (3 – 4 pages) 
One Research-based / Persuasive Essay (at least 6 pages)  

Topics to be discussed 
One Film Review (at least 2 pages) 
 Film of your choosing (list of examples will be provided)  
 
CONFERENCES and CLASS PARTICIPATION (15%) – You will need to be prepared for each class 
and for any one-on one conference we schedule together.  Periodically, you will be asked to make a 
presentation, sometimes formal, sometimes semi-formal.  Also, PLEASE commit to the active learning 
policy below as it factors into this grade portion.   In addition, this grade will be impacted by excessive 
absences. 
 
FINAL PORTFOLIO (12%) – The final task of the semester will be to choose samples of various 
writing pieces from your wealth of writing.   You will complete a cover letter that will address a number 
of questions about the writings you chose.  The letter will justify the choices and discuss how the choices 
and the portfolio holistically reflect your improvement and development as a writer.  Additional 
guidelines for structuring the portfolio and cover letter will be discussed and shared in class.  Your failure 
to properly submit a portfolio may impact upon the final grades of your individual writing papers as well. 
 
 
Course Policies: 
 
1) ACTIVE LEARNING - Active learning involves questioning the text and lecture material, 
contributing to discussion, sharing ideas and alternative perspectives, and being GENEROUS with your 
constructive criticism of peer’s work (better you suggest it, than me!).  As a prerequisite to the active 
learning that will take place in the classroom, please arrive to class prepared by having read the assigned 
chapter(s), and completing the assignments.  Class participation is expected and highly encouraged.  This 
is the best strategy for achieving many of the objectives laid out for the course.  Those who commit 
themselves to such active learning are scholars. 
Because good writing doesn’t occur in a vacuum, it is essential that, as a class, we engage in the kind of 
discussion that will help us to actively process what we have read--to draw out and informally express our 
ideas and beliefs, and then to more formally express these ideas and beliefs in our writing.  Toward these 
ends, your reading assignments must prompt you to read the text thoughtfully and thoroughly. 
 
 
2) LATE ASSIGNMENTS - Assignments may be handed in up to two days late (points deducted from 
the grade each day late). When handing in an assignment late please indicate the amount of days late on 
the front cover along with your signature – without this late assignments will be considered incomplete 
( I ).  Assignments may not be handed in after the third day late.  Please, do not ask me to deviate from 
this policy.  If you must miss class, drop off the assignment earlier, send it with a classmate, e-mail or fax 



it to me (625-7879).  In other words, there should be no valid excuse for a late assignment.  I encourage 
you not to procrastinate, and be sure to use your file on the student X: drive and back up your work! 
 
3) ORGANIZATION AND FORMAT OF WRITING ASSIGNMENTS –.  Each assignment MUST 
have five things clearly indicated at the top of the first page:, 1) your name, 2) the due date for that 
assignment (and, if late, the date submitted in parentheses); 3) a brief description of the written product in 
terms of the writing process (e.g., journal entry, freewriting, second draft, final version, etc.); 4) a 
descriptive (often creative, if possible) title, 5) page numbers in the upper right hand corner.  Without this 
information, your paper will be reduced by two letter grades.  EXAMPLE at top of page: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL drafts and final products/versions of papers and short writing assignments MUST be typed, 
double spaced with one-inch margins around, and page numbers in right hand corner. 
 
THE WRITING FORMAT AND OTHER GUIDELINE REQUIREMENTS FOR EACH PAPER WILL 
BE DISTRIBUTED AND DISCUSSED IN CLASS. 
 
 
4) ACADEMIC INTEGRITY - Academic integrity is a core value of the college and is expected.  
Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. It is my contractual agreement with the college that I am 
to report all suspected cases of plagiarism and cheating.  Plagiarism is the intentional misrepresentation 
of someone else's work as your own.  This includes transcribing sentences or paragraphs belonging to 
another author directly from another written source and suggesting they are your own words, quoting 
directly from a published work without giving the author credit (i.e. proper citation), using or "borrowing" 
another student's work, buying a paper from a professional service, etc.  The policy of the department is 
that the student must keep all note cards and rough drafts until given a grade for that course!!!  Again, be 
sure to back up computer disks.  Evidence of plagiarism and cheating will be dealt with in accordance 
with the college policy on academic honesty. Copies are available from the departmental secretary and 
can be found in your student handbook.  
 
 
5) ATTENDANCE - Class attendance is expected.  Excessive absences will impact directly on both your 
class participation and final grade.  In the event that you miss a class, you are responsible for getting the 
information from a fellow student and reviewing them before you see me about questions concerning that 
material.  Excessive absences (more than three) will result in detraction of two points per missed class 
from your final grade.  You do NOT need to contact me, nor e-mail me in the event that you must miss a 
class.  I assume you are a mature adult and can handle the responsibility of missing a class as outlined 
above. 
 
 
6) ACCOMMODATIONS - Should you require special accommodations for a disability, please arrange 
an appointment with the instructor at the beginning of the semester.  Documentation of a disability will be 
required for special accommodations to be arranged in conjunction with the Learning Services Office.  

                      1 
Bob Brill  
Sept. 7, 2011 
First Descriptive Paragraph 

    The Old Planting Woman 
 



Students who wish to request accommodations in this class for support of learning disabilities and/or 
ADHD, should contact Mrs. Laurie Roth, Director of Learning Services, 1307 Main Street (ext. 1510).   
Students who wish to request accommodations for support of other disabilities, should contact Dr. Ron 
Kline, Director of the Counseling Center, 1307 Main Street (ext. 1510). Accommodations cannot be 
provided until authorization is received from the appropriate disability support provider on campus.   
NOTE: The Writing Center is located in a building that is not accessible to persons with mobility 
impairments.  If you need the services of the Writing Center, please call 610-861-1392. 
 
 
7) TECHNOLOGY – Unless specifically and directly instructed to by the professor, students may NOT 
engage with any form of technology during class, lectures, and discussions.  Such behavior will lead to 
detractions in your class participation and overall grade status. 
 
 
8) EXCUSES & COMMUNICATION 
 I operate on the assumption that you are mature adults, and therefore, the decision to attend class or not is 
up to you, keeping in mind the penalties outlined for missing the learning experience.  You need not e-
mail me if you must miss class.  Be sure to work with a classmate to get any materials you miss and feel 
free to make an appointment or come by during office hours to go over material after you get the notes 
from a classmate.  I understand and respect life stressors you may be faced with; but keep in mind that 
grades reflect essential standards and cannot be adjusted based on extenuating circumstances.  Valid 
obstacles/setbacks may understandably inhibit your performance, but they are not able to influence the 
course and college standards.   I cannot pardon work nor substitute/supplement extra credit other than that 
which has been built into the course and offered to all.  In the spirit of fairness to ALL students I must be 
consistent with the policies laid out in this syllabus and ask you to be familiar with and respectful of them.  
If you are thinking of asking for an exception to my policies; first ask yourself – “Am I willing to ask my 
classmates to support my exception to the rules of the course?” 
 
 
9) FLEXIBILITY & FEEDBACK 
This course, particularly assignments and syllabi content, are subject to change at the discretion of the 
instructor.  In order to be responsive to students’ needs as writers and college students, topics and 
assignments may be modified throughout the semester.  I will also be soliciting feedback from you in a 
variety of ways and opportunities so as to keep my finger on your collective and individual pulses as you 
develop as both writers and college students.   
 
 
 
 Relevant Quotes: 
 
Education is what remains after you’ve forgotten everything you ever learned in school. 
 ---Albert Einstein 
 
There has been more information produced in the last 30 years than during the previous 5,000 . . . A weekday 
edition of The New York Times contains more information than the average person was likely to come 
across in a lifetime during 17th-century England. 
     ---Richard Saul Wurman, Information Anxiety 
 



You can make more friends in two months by becoming interested in other people than you can in two 
years by trying to get other people interested in you. 
 -- Dale Carnegie 
 
A prudent question is one half of wisdom. 
 -- Francis Bacon 
 
When I sat down to write a letter I didn’t have time to write a short one, so I wrote a long one instead. 
 --Mark Twain 
 
You must not come lightly to the blank page. 
 -- Stephen King, from On Writing 
 
Time it was, and what a time it was, it was! A time of innocence.  A time of confidences. 
Long ago it must be – I have a photograph.  Preserve your memories. They’re all that’s left of you. 
 --- Simon & Garfunkle, Bookends 
 
Writing is like slow-motion thinking, with the possibility of re-plays . . .  the writer finds that he/she is not 
only composing words, he/she is composing his/her experience. 
 --John F. Butler, On Teaching Composition 
 
Despite all my rage, I am still just a rat in a cage. 
 --Smashing Pumpkins. Bullet with Butterfly Wings 
 
My anger was reaching its peak. You could insult my looks, my character, and my honor, but no one was 
allowed to tear apart my dream.  I pulled back my right arm, ready to shove my fist down his throat. 
 -- Da Chen, Colors of the Mountain 
 
Are you on fire from the years? What would you give for your kid fears? 
 --The Indigo Girls, Kid Fears 
 
I became what I am today at the age of twelve, on a frigid overcast day in the winter of 1975. 
 --the voice of Amir, by Khaled Hosseini from The Kite Runner 
 
It was like that time I threw you into the sulfur spring to teach you to swim . . . You might have been 
convinced you were going to drown, but I knew you’d do just fine. 
 -- voice of Rex Walls, by Jeannette Walls in The Glass Castle 
 
It sounds like a dubious aspiration, but one of the more pressing priorities for America this decade is to 
preserve our cherished freedom to fail.  It has long been one of the pillars of this country’s 
exceptionalism.  America allows its citizens room to fail – and if they don’t succeed, to try, try again.  
While the European Union publishes documents on ‘overcoming the stigma of business failure’, 
executives in Silicon Valley make their bygone start-ups the centerpieces of their resumes.  But after the 
financial crisis of 2008, many Americans are no longer feeling so exceptional, and freedom to fail 
probably ranks right around freedom to remove your own appendix.  That’s a pity, because failure is one 
of the most economically important tools we have.  The goal shouldn’t be to eliminate failure; it should be 
to build a system resilient enough to withstand it. 
 -- Megan Mcardle, Editor of the Atlantic
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CLASS DATE  TOPIC    READINGS    ASSIGNMENTS 
M  8/29  Introductions / Organization 
 
W  8/31  Rhetoric: Critical Thinking, Reflection,  Read Syllabus Carefully   Journal – Conflict Prompt 

Discussion & Writing     TAW – Chpt. 1    Journal – p. 19 – Question #1 
Learning COMMUNITY Expectations TAW – pp. 273-285 

 
September  
F  9/2  Walking Tour: Bethlehem Walking    Erikson Handout on Psychosocial Development     Journal – Conflict Freewriting 

    Trail / Burnside Plantation          
 
M  9/5  Labor Day - no classes 
 
W  9/7  Letter Writing     KING: pp. 7 - 54   Descriptive Paragraph (typed) 
  Critical Thinking   P & E CT pp. 2 – 10; 13 - 15; 20 & 21 Journal – Cherished assets 
        TAW p. 41       Life Line Exercise and Peak Experiences 
                 First Draft: Conflict Letter (typed) 
 
 
F   9/ 9  ICL Topic: Drugs & Alcohol; Sexual Assault, Code of Conduct   Journal – Critical Thinking Status 

 – Dr. Nicole L. Loyd, Dean of Students  
Who am I? How can I lead? What is my responsibility to the world?  
Assignment: Attend “Sex Signals” on September 14th. 
 

 
M  9/12 Academic Writing: Committing to the Process TAW – Chpt. 2 & 8         Journal – TAW p. 21 (#1 - 4, 7 & 8, 10 & 11) 
 Peer Editing Peer Collaboration   Editorials    Complete Quiz - pp. 31 & 32 
 
 
W  9/14 Writing: Structure, Process and Attitude  KING - pp, 55 – 107   Journal  - TAW p. 37 #1 

                 Informal Assign – consider doing #2 as a habit. 
 ICL Assignment: Attend “Sex Signals” 
 
 
THURS. 9/15: Poverty & Inequality| In Focus: Jonathon Kozol 10:30am – 12 noon – listen/watch for location; probably Johnston Hall 
              Plan to sit together as a class. 
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F  9/16 Walking Tour: Canal Path, D&L Trail and The Point    FINAL DRAFT: Conflict Letter 
 
M  9/19 Analyzing Rhetorical Situations   TAW: Chpt. 3   Descriptive Paragraph (typed) 
 Your “Toolbox”     KING pp. 111 – 137  FIRST DRAFT: Two Descriptive Essays 
            Journal – TAW p. 59 assigned bullet 
 
W  9/21 WRITING WORKSHOP / Revisioning  TAW: Chpt. 12 
 Peer Review Expectations    KING: pp. 271 - 284 
 
 
F  9/23 ICL Topic: Coping, Stress, Health & Well-being     FINAL DRAFT of Descriptive Essays 

 The Happiest, Dopiest, Grumpiest, Sneeziest, time of YOUR life… 
 
Dr. Ron Kline, Director of the Counseling Center  
Dr. Michelle Santiago, Assistant Director of the Counseling Center 
Preparation for Friday session: Access AMOS: https://amos.moravian.edu/ICS/New_Students/    and follow the link to the 
Counseling Center website; click on the FYS tab on the left. Read the two posted articles prior to Sept. 23rd. 
Assignment due Friday, September 30: (1 inch margins, 12-point font, double spaced).  
Using the Counseling Center's website, pre-reading, and presentation, prepare a 500 word essay based on the following: 
Think of a real or imagined situation when a friend or a family member was going through a tough time with some difficulty. 
How could the situation have been handled? What could you have done to help? What feelings went through your mind? 
What was the lesson you learned that made you the person you are today? 
 

9/23 – 25 CELTICFEST – Downtown Bethlehem – Enjoy! 
 
 
M  9/26  Discuss The Happiest, Dopiest, Grumpiest, Sneeziest, time of YOUR life…   Book Review #1 Due (Walls)  
  Discuss The Glass Castle           
 Distribute List of Possible Research Topics and Films to Review 
 
W  9/28 Book Discussion continued  
 Discuss Research and Film Review Topics            
 
F  9/30 TBA            Counseling Center Assignment 
          Submit Topics for Research Paper and Film to Review 

https://cas.moravian.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=6f22cbb9db6e45c0aacd637ad4a98d98&URL=https%3a%2f%2famos.moravian.edu%2fICS%2fNew_Students%2f
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October  
M  10/3 LIBRARY SESSION – Reeve’s Library Computer Area TAW – Chpt. 6 
 
 
W  10/5 Positive Psychology  Peterson & Seligman’s Model of Strengths & Virtues Journal – Reacting to the model 
  Planning & Drafting    TAW – Chpt. 10 
 
  FYI: -- FILM: “Winged Migration”, UBC Room at 7PM 
 
 
F  10/7  ICL Topic: Student Skills, Time Management, Tutoring, Disability Support – Learning Services 

You’re Not in Kansas Anymore 
Ms. Laurie Roth, Director of Learning Services 
Mr. Joe Kempfer, Assistant Director of Learning Services 
Preparation for Friday Session: Access AMOS: https://amos.moravian.edu/ICS/New_Students/ and follow the link to the 
Learning Services’ website. Read the instructions for the Learning Styles Inventory (LSI) and take the assessment quiz. Bring 
a printed copy of your results to the Oct. 7th session. Also read the handout “Important Differences Between High School 
and College.” While on the site, familiarize yourself with the calendars, planners, handouts, and other resources available 
through Learning Services to assist students. 
Assignment due Friday, October 14th: Write a 500 word response using what you learned about the college classroom, 
faculty expectations, and your learning style preferences, to describe your step-by-step personal study plan to ensure your 
academic success. You may use the calendars, planners, and other resources on Learning Services site in constructing your 
plan. 

 
M 10/10 Fall Recess  -- Enjoy!  Be Good, Be Safe! 
 
 
W 10/12  Discuss You’re Not In Kansas Anymore  
 Discussing Film Review Guidelines & Format “Writing a Film Review” – Handout 
 Analyzing Texts and Contexts   TAW – Chpt. 4 
 
 
F   10/14 Style and Format      TAW – Chpt. 5   Learning Services Assignment 
 Reviewing Thesis Statements    P&E CT pp. 11 & 12, 16 -17  Thesis Statement and References 
 
 

https://cas.moravian.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=6f22cbb9db6e45c0aacd637ad4a98d98&URL=https%3a%2f%2famos.moravian.edu%2fICS%2fNew_Students%2f
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M  10/17 On Writing . . .       KING pp. 141 - 195  
  with Guest Speaker: Mr. Steve Eseck 
 
W  10/19 On Writing . . .   continued    KING pp. 195 – 249   Research Paper Outline 
               And opening paragraph 
 
 
F    10/21 ICL Topic: Diversity & International Education       Book Review #2 Due (Chen) 

 Brief Encounters with Cultural Differences 
Mr. Kerry Sethi- Director of International Studies 
Ms. Sharon Brown- Director Institutional Diversity 
Preparation for Friday Session: Access AMOS: https://amos.moravian.edu/ICS/New_Students/ follow the link to the 
International Studies Website review resources for preparing to study abroad. Read the two short dialogues, “Lucky for 
Hassan” and “Near the Family,” and the blog “How Study Abroad Changed My Life”. During the session, students will break 
into small groups and actively participate in a cross-cultural exercise so preparation is important.  
Assignment due Friday, October 28th: Write a one page essay on why you plan or do not plan to incorporate the study abroad 
experience into your academic experience. 

 
 
M  10/24 Discuss Brief Encounters with Cultural Differences 
 Discuss Colors of the Mountain 
 
TUES. 10/25 FYI --  Film:  “Waste Land” , Snyder Room, 7PM 
 
 
W  10/26  Continue book discussion         Social Support Exercise  
 
 
F   10/28  Walking Tour: Bethlehem’s South Side     Diversity & International Educ Assignment 
 
 
M  10/31              Prejudice     Short Stories     Journal – On being a change agent 
   And being a change agent  P&E CT p. 17, 22-23     Descriptive Paragraph (typed) 
             
 
November   

https://cas.moravian.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=6f22cbb9db6e45c0aacd637ad4a98d98&URL=https%3a%2f%2famos.moravian.edu%2fICS%2fNew_Students%2f


15 
 

W  11/2 Writing Workshop – Film Reviews        Draft of Film Review 
 
 
F   11/4 ICL Topic: Goal Setting, Communication, Personality Assessment   Final Version of FILM Review Due 

 Exploring Your Future 
Ms. Amy Saul, Director of the Career Center and students 
Preparation for Friday session: Access AMOS: https://amos.moravian.edu/ICS/New_Students/ and download the Career 
Center assignment. Bring the completed assignment to the session on November 4th. Contact the Career Center at 610-861-
1509 or via email at thecareercenter@moravian.edu with questions. 
Assignment due Friday, November 11th: Using the information from the session write a 500 word essay about how hands on 
learning and job shadowing serve as a way to enhance your academic experience while answering critical questions about 
your career interests. Include how you plan to take advantage of these particular opportunities during your time at Moravian 
College. 

 
 
M  11/7 Discuss Exploring Your Future        Student Conference Materials Due 
 Discuss Student Conferences 
 
 
 
DURING THE WEEK OF STUDENT CONFERENCES – You MUST visit the Writing Center at least once to get feedback on your 
research paper. 
W  11/9  INDIVIDUAL STUDENT CONFERENCES 
 
THURS 11/10    FYI – Film:  “Gasland”, Prosser Auditorium, 4PM 
 
F  11/11 INDIVIDUAL STUDENT CONFERENCES      Career Development Assignment 
M  11/14 INDIVIDUAL STUDENT CONFERENCES 
 
 
 
W  11/16 Writing Workshop – Research Papers       Full Draft of Research Papers 
              
 
 
 

https://cas.moravian.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=6f22cbb9db6e45c0aacd637ad4a98d98&URL=https%3a%2f%2famos.moravian.edu%2fICS%2fNew_Students%2f
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F   11/18 ICL Topic: Leadership, Community Service, & Religious Life     Book Review #3 Due (Hess) 

 Building Community 
Rev. Hopeton Clennon, College Chaplain 
Ms. Katie Dantsin, Director of Leadership Development 
Ms. Holly Nonnemacher, Director of Student Activities 
Ms. Nicole Nugent, Coordinator of Community Service  
Ms. Liz Yates, Director of Residence Life & Greek Life 
Preparation for Friday session: Access Amos: https://amos.moravian.edu/ICS/New_Students/ and download the Building 
Community assignment, bring the completed assignment to the session on November 18th.  
Assignment due Friday, November 25th: Consider the following: What does it mean to be engaged in a community? Details 
regarding submission and format will be provided during the session. 
 

 
M  11/21 Discussion of Building Community and Siddhartha      Community Assignment 
             Research Paper Due 
 
W  11/23 Thanksgiving Recess   -- Enjoy!  Be Good, Be Safe! 
F   11/25 Thanksgiving Recess 
 
 
M  11/28 Discussion of Portfolio Requirement and continued discussion of Siddhartha  Journal – Religion & Spirituality 
 
W  11/30  Film Reviews          Compare & Contrast Outline Draft 
   On Living . . .         KING pp. 253-270; 285-288           (framework for an Analytical Essay) 
 
December   
F   12/2  Film Reviews & On Living . . .  continued 
 
 
M  12/5  Discussion of Compare / Contrast Outlines         Compare & Contrast Outline Final Version 
 
W  12/7    Portfolio Submission / Discussion on Writing and Moving Forward 
 
W 12/14  1:30PM Final Session – Films and themes Discussion 

https://cas.moravian.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=6f22cbb9db6e45c0aacd637ad4a98d98&URL=https%3a%2f%2famos.moravian.edu%2fICS%2fNew_Students%2f
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