Spanish 155: Reading and Culture:
“Identity, Memory and Imagination in Spain and Latin America”
MW 1:10pm-2:20pm
Comenius 411
Department of Foreign Languages
Moravian College
Fall 2010

Professor Claudia Mesa
Office: Comenius 406
Phone: (610) 861-1397
E-mail: cmesa@moravian.edu
Office hours: M 2:20-3:20; WF 10:10-11:10 or by appointment

Course Description

Spanish 155 offers an exciting portrait of Spain and Latin America through the study of
essays, short stories, films, music and paintings that deal with topics of identity, memory and
imagination. In this course students not only refine their language skills, but also acquire a
better understanding of the culture, history and literature of the Spanish-speaking world.

Goals

* Promote your interest in the literature and culture of the Spain and Latin
America

* |dentify areas of interest for future courses and/or undergraduate research
(honors, independent studies and SOAR projects)

* Read, understand, and analyze short stories and critical essays in Spanish

* Write critically, concisely, and clearly in Spanish

*  Work on the development of a thesis statement and supportive evidence

* Familiarize yourself with the most important databases in the field of Spanish
literature

* Communicate with sophistication and ease in spoken Spanish about the class
topics

Requiered Text

Mejia, Claudia M. and Conchita L. Davis. Miradas: Contextos para conversar y escribir. Upper
Saddle River, New Jersey: Pearson-Prentice Hall, 2008.

Other materials will be posted on Blackboard http://blackboard.moravian.edu/. Please set up
and account and enroll yourself in this course after our first meeting. Look for SPAN155.FA10:
Reading and Culture




Reference Materials

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. Seventh Edition. New York: The Modern
Language Association of America, 2009

On-line Resources

Diccionario de la lengua espafiola http://buscon.rae.es/drael/
Diccionario espafiol-inglés/inglés-espafiol  http://www.wordreference.com/
Otros diccionarios http://www.elmundo.es/diccionarios

Learning Assistance and Accommodations for a Disability

Students who wish to request accommodations in this class for a disability should contact Mr.
Joe Kempfer, Assistant Director of Learning Services for Disability Support, 1307 Main Street
(extension 1510). Accommodations cannot be provided until authorization is received from
the office of Learning Services.

Course requirements and evaluation

1. Attendance. You need to come to class and be on time. 0-2 absences will not be
penalized, but may affect class performance. More than two absences will result in a
lowering of the final grade by one point for every additional absence. Please turn off
your cell phone before entering the class.

2. Papers. Students will write two short papers (3 pages) and one research paper in
based on a primary source (a short story, a film, a poem) following the MLA guidelines.
Each paper will be revised at least once. The research paper must be at least six pages
long and should include a list of works cited. Papers are due at the beginning of class,
and may not send them via e-mail. Please be aware that content and grammar will be
considered when grading these assignments.

3. Exams. There will be two exams during the semester.

4. Oral presentation. Each student will have the opportunity to prepare a lesson to the rest
of the class. Schedule and presentation details will be posted on Blackboard.

5. Homework. Homework will include a variety of readings and exercises such as short
response journals, debate preparation, and thesis development activities. | will collect
homework at least twice during the semester usually on the day of an exam. According
to the quality of your homework you will receive one of the following grades: High Pass,
(A) Pass (B) Low pass (C) or No Pass (F).



6. Class participation. Students are expected to come to class having prepared all
materials assigned. In class, students must participate actively speaking in group
activities and class discussions. Starting with Spanish 150 students are required to assist
at least three times during the semester to an event organized by the Spanish Club such
as the Spanish Table, featured films, talks, museum visits and other cultural activities.
These activities are part of your participation grade. The complete participation
guidelines are posted on Blackboard under “Course Documents.”

Mesa espanola. Thusdays (time and dates TBA)

Publication of BABEL. Babel is the literary journal of the Department of Foreign
Languages at Moravian. It invites submission of original poems, articles, and short
stories in Spanish. For more information contact: Dr. Mesa at: cmesa@moravian.edu

As a general rule for this class, no late assignments will be accepted and that make-up
exams will be given in extremely unusual circumstances.

Academic Honesty

It is your responsibility to make sure you are familiar with the Policy on Academic
Honesty at Moravian College. Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and will not
be tolerated. For detailed information, please consult the following website:
http://www.moravian.edu/studentlife/handbook/academic2.htm

Final Course Grade

Short essays (2) 30% Oral presentation 10%
Long essay 15% Participation 10%
Exams (2) 30% Homework 5%

Letter Grades

A 94-100 B 83-86 C 73-76 D 63-66
A- 90-93 B- 80-82 C- 70-72 D- 60-62
B+ 87-89 C+ 77-79 D+ 67-69 F 0-59



Spanish 155

Fall 2010
Prof. Mesa

Semana 1
Agosto 30
Sept. 1
Semana 2
Sept. 6
Sept. 8
Semana 3
Sept. 13
Sept. 15
Semana 4

Sept. 20

Sept. 22
Semana 5

Sept. 27

Sept. 28

Sept. 29

PROGRAMA DEL CURSO
This program is subject to change

Last revised August 24, 2010

Introduccion y presentacion del curso
Frida Kahlo, Las dos Fridas (2-4)

Contexto: Muralismo mexicano, el surrealismo
Labor Day (No hay clases)
Gloria Fuertes, “Geografia humana” (6-12)

Contexto: Identidad femenina
Manuel Castells, “El poder de la identidad” (17-19)

Contexto: Comunidades auténomas e identidad nacional en Espaiia
Julio Cortazar, “La noche boca arriba” (20-26)

Maria Luisa Bemberg, Yo |la peor de todas (pelicula)
Contexto: Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz y México Virreinal

Tino Villanueva, “Cuento del cronista” (54-63)
Contexto: La crénica de Alvar NUfiez Cabeza de Vacay los tlacuilos

Diana Washington, “Ciudad Juarez: asi empez6 todo”

Sergio Gonzalez Rodriguez, “Asesinos de mujeres en ciudad Juarez”
http://www.mujeresdejuarez.org/

(Click on “Informacioén en linea and scroll down)

Majorie Agostin, Secretos en la arena (seleccion de poemas)
Ensayo 1

Amnesty International Event: Violence Against Women in Judrez
Prosser Auditorium, 7:00pm

Rosario Aguilar, “La nifia blanca y los pajaros sin pies” (72-80)



Semana 6

Oct. 4

Oct. 6

Semana 7

Oct. 11

Semana 8

Oct. 18

Oct. 20

Semana 9

Oct. 25

Oct. 27

Semana 10
Nov. 1

Nov. 3

Semana 11

Nov. 8

Contexto: Hernan Cortés y la conquista de México

Nicolas Guillén, “La balada de los dos abuelos” (en Blackboard)
Contexto: la herencia africana en Cuba

Ariel Dorfman, “El otro 11 de septiembre” (en Blackboard)
Brigada Ramona Parra, Mural del Estadio Victor Jara (96-97)
Contexto: El gobierno de Allende y la dictadura de Pinochet en Chile

No hay clase (Receso de otofio)

Examen 1

Andrés Wood, Machuca (pelicula)
Contexto: El gobierno de Allende y la dictadura de Pinochet en Chile

Fernando Birri, “Los desaparecidos” (100-105)
Contexto: La dictadura argentina y las madres de la Plaza de Mayo

Subcomandante Marcos, “Un afo del ejército zapatista” (117-29)
Contexto: El subcomandante Marcos y el EZLN en Chiapas

Subcomandante Marcos, “Un afio del ejército zapatista” (117-29)
Contexto: El subcomandante Marcos y el EZLN en Chiapas
(continuacion)

Ensayo 2

Nieves Garcia Benito, “Naranjas rojas y amargas” (157-167) o
Contexto: La inmigracién en Espaiia

Maria Jesus “Chus” Gutiérrez, Retorno a Hansala (pelicula)
or Iciar Bollain, Flores de otro mundo (pelicula)
Contexto: La inmigracién en Espaiia




Nov. 10

Semana 12

Nov. 15

Nov. 17

Semana 13

Nov. 22

Nov. 24-26

Semana 14

Nov. 29

Dic. 1

Semana 15

Dic. 6

Dic. 8

Pedro Almoddvar, Todo sobre mi madre (179-182) (Pelicula)
Contexto: Cine espafiol

Gabriel Garcia Marquez, “Fantasia y creacion artistica en América Latina y el
Caribe” (195-208)
Contexto: El realismo magico

Alberto Fuguet, “I am not a magic realist”, “Mas estrellas que en el cielo”
Contexto: anti-realismo magico

Examen 2

Thanksgiving Break

Cary Fukunaga, Sin nombre (pelicula)
Contexto: La migracidn centroamericana a los Estados Unidos

Bibliografia anotada sobre el tema del ensayo final

Taller de escritura: Tesis e ideas de apoyo, formato y bibliografia

Conferencias individuales

Entrega de ensayos finales y breve presentacion de los estudiantes



